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Abstract

C[arlfying the nature and dimensions of the ideal political society has always been one of the

concerns of social reformers. Basically, theorizing about the ideal political society is the result of the
existing political and social disorder. Pahlavi II's era was faced with numerous political crises, which
caused the opinion of social thinkers, including Ayatollah Shahid Beheshti (research problem). The
following article aims to present the ideal political society in Ayatollah Beheshti's political thought
with the analytical descriptive method and Thomas Spriggans's theory of crisis (research
methodology). In Shahid Beheshti's analysis, weakening is the biggest crisis of the Pahlavi era, which
is rooted in the authoritarian system and the model of secular Islam (Aria Mehri). In response to the
current crisis, he drew the professional political society (Imamate Ummah) as the desirable society of
the occult age, which, due to its adherence to the two monotheistic concepts of right and justice, has a
substantive difference in dimensions and the way of realization from the Pahlavi political society. In
the professional society, as informed and responsible actors, while benefiting from political rights such
as political participation, tolerance and supervision, it identifies its interest in the ideological
interaction with the institution of Imamate. Shahid Beheshti's solution in the realization of a
professional political society passes through the political education of the nation and political
organization (finding).
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1. Introduction

The human endeavor to establish and perfect an ideal society has been a
persistent theme throughout history. Theorizing about the desirable
society—explaining its nature and dimensions—has long attracted the
attention of both Western and Islamic thinkers, as well as social reformers.
Indeed, the formulation of the ideal political community has often emerged
as a response to the specific political and social disorders of a given
historical era. Iranian society during the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
(the second Pahlavi period) faced multiple political, social, and cultural
crises. These conditions prompted committed intellectuals, among them
Ayatollah Martyr Mohammad Hosseini Beheshti, to critically reassess the
status quo and explore pathways for reconstructing an ideal society. This
historical period was defined by a confrontation of divergent worldviews:
globally, in the ideological struggle between Marxism and liberalism, and
domestically, in the clash between tradition and modernity within Iran’s
political and intellectual landscape. The political system’s inability to
respond to societal demands, its reliance on an authoritarian modernist
discourse, and the Shah’s secularist, nationalist, and revivalist policies—
coupled with a distancing from religious institutions and persistent political
repression—collectively fostered an anomic condition in Iranian society.
This anomie resulted in widespread disorder and psychological and social
imbalance, particularly within the middle and lower strata. It was within this
context of the Pahlavi modernization project, pursued under modernist
hegemony, that the thought and character of Ayatollah Beheshti developed
and flourished. Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution, the urgent
need to redefine political and social relations made addressing this "political
anomie” a central concern for Islamic reformers. Intellectuals of the
Revolution, articulating a discourse of political Islam in opposition to state
modernism, argued that the root cause of the Pahlavi regime’s disorders was
the absence of a political community founded on the principles and values of
political Islam. They conceived of this community as the continuation of the
prophetic mission to prepare and guide humanity.

On this basis, the present article seeks to address three fundamental
guestions:
o From Ayatollah Beheshti’s perspective, what constituted the
political crisis of Iranian society during the Pahlavi era?
e What is the nature and defining characteristics of the ideal political
community in his thought?
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e According to Beheshti, what are the pathways for realizing such an
ideal political community?

2. Research Methodology and Theoretical Framework

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach and draws upon
Thomas A. Spragens’ theory of crisis to examine Ayatollah Martyr
Mohammad Hosseini Beheshti’s conception of the ideal political
community.

In Understanding Political Theory, Spragens outlines a four-stage process
of political theorizing:

e Observation of disorder

e Diagnosis of causes

e Envisioning the ideal society

e Proposing remedies

Spragens analogizes political theories to pearls, noting that they “do not
come into being without an irritant or provoking factor.” Political theorizing,
in his view, begins with the recognition of disorder within a political
community. This disorder generates both an intellectual and an emotional
response, producing anomalies that demand explanation and motivating the
search for solutions. Thus, the theorist’s initial and fundamental question is:
“What is the problem”?

According to Spragens, political reflection originates in the crises that
beset society. Identifying the crisis is therefore a necessary prelude to
proposing remedies, as the theorist cannot remain indifferent to societal
maladies. Once the crisis is diagnosed, the thinker reconstructs an ideal
society in accordance with their political philosophy, and then advances
practical pathways for overcoming disorder by aligning existing conditions
with that ideal vision.

On this basis, the present article applies Spragens’ framework to analyze
Beheshti’s thought by addressing three interrelated questions: What was the
political crisis of Iranian society during the Pahlavi era and its underlying
causes? What definitive features characterize Beheshti’s vision of the ideal
political community? And what practical remedies did he propose for
realizing this vision in response to the crises of his time.

3. Discussion

Relying on the dynamic method of ijtihad (jurisprudential reasoning) and
a profound understanding of the political crises and the anomic condition of
the late Pahlavi era, Ayatollah Martyr Mohammad Hosseini Beheshti
introduced the model of the “community of conviction” (jame ‘e-ye maslaki),
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also referred to as the “Ummah—Imamate,” as the paradigm of the ideal
political society during the era of occultation. From his perspective, the
community of conviction offered a new vision for resolving the crisis born of
the collision between two competing discourses: “political Islam” and
“Arya-Mehri Islam.” This model was organized within the framework of a
monotheistic ontology and anthropology.

Beheshti’s political thought can be regarded as an attempt to delineate the
characteristics of a realizable ideal society—one ordered around two
foundational concepts: truth (hagg) and justice (adl). The concrete
manifestation of these principles could be discerned in the essence,
dimensions, and pathways of realizing the community of conviction.

The present study seeks to reconstruct Beheshti’s conception of the ideal
political community. In his analysis, the oppressed (mustaz‘af) constituted
the most significant socio-political crisis of the Pahlavi period, whose roots
he traced to the authoritarian system and the secularized model of “Arya-
Mebhri Islam”.

In response to this crisis, Beheshti, grounded in monotheistic principles,
advanced the community of conviction (Ummah-Imamate) as the paradigm
of the ideal political society in the era of occultation. The distinction
between this model and the Pahlavi political order lies in its foundation upon
the divine concepts of haqq and ‘adl. Within this framework, the Ummabh is
not conceived as a passive mass but as conscious and responsible actors
who, while enjoying political rights such as participation, oversight, and
tolerance, discern their true interests through an ideological interaction with
the institution of the Imamate.

According to Beheshti, the realization of such a community depends on
two key components: political education of the Ummah and political
organization-building.

In the domain of political education, he emphasized the reform of the
worldview and attitudes of the citizens of a faith-based society. The aim of
this process was the construction of a religious identity for right-oriented
actors concerned with discovering a “path of salvation” from political and
social crises.

In the domain of organization-building, Beheshti conceived of
organization as multilayered institutions tasked with three essential
functions: “educational,” “managerial,” and “political.” At the educational
level, interaction among organizational cadres, grounded in a “shared
mentality,” fosters the discovery and cultivation of latent talents. At the
managerial level, structural coordination ensures the preparation of capable
individuals for assuming social responsibilities. At the political level, the
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organization serves as the Ummah’s instrument for advancing the
overarching goals of the community of conviction.

Accordingly, Beheshti stressed that societies do not emerge
spontaneously; rather, they require deliberate foundation and gradual
development. Reflecting on the contexts of political and social crises in
Islamic societies, he argued that many of these crises stemmed from neglect
or misinterpretation of Islam’s political teachings.

Although he held that the complete realization of the ideal society would
only be possible in the era of the awaited Imam (may God hasten his
reappearance), Beheshti nonetheless advanced a serious effort to address
Iran’s political challenges by reintroducing religion into the political arena
and applying a monotheistic worldview. In his thought, haqq and ‘adl
constitute the two fundamental bases for defining political society. His
model of the community of conviction is rooted in the discourse of political
Islam, and its dimensions and components are derived from his ijtihad-based
understanding of the religious texts.

In this society, the relationship between Ummah and Imamate is not
authoritarian but rather a faith-based and ideological bond grounded in
freedom and consciousness. This reciprocal interaction ensures that the
“political human” enjoys rights such as participation, concord, and oversight.
At the same time, in moments of conflict between individual interests and
collective welfare, “the Imam’s discernment of the community’s interest” is
regarded as the superior criterion.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

This study conceptualizes the nature, dimensions, and mechanisms for
realizing the ideal political community within the thought of Ayatollah
Mohammad Hosseini Beheshti. Applying Thomas A. Spragens’ theory of
crisis, it first analyzes the political dislocations of the late Pahlavi era and
their underlying causes before delineating Beheshti’s vision of the ideal
society—a model embodied in his paradigm of the ‘community of
conviction’ (Ummah—Imamate).

From Beheshti’s perspective, the human being envisioned in the
community of conviction is not one-dimensional or passive but is an
inquisitive, free, and responsible actor. Within the framework of a “network
of reciprocal vilaya” and through interaction with the institution of the
Imamate, this actor plays an active role in realizing the ideal society.
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