CcSiw

Crisis Studies of the Islamic World
Vol.12, No.3, Autumn 2025

October 7 operation and the start of Gaza crisis in some English Press in
Van Leeuwen’s theory

Arman Zaker!

Received Date: 2025/02/02 Accept Date: 2025/02/15

Cite: Zaker, A. (2025). October 7 operation and the start of Gaza crisis in some English Press in Van
Leeuwen’s theory. Crisis Studies of the Islamic World, 12(3), 174-197.

DOI: 10.27834/CSIW.2502.1503.3.38.4

Abstract

Operation Al-Agsa Storm is a really important military-intelligent operation in the history of

Palestine crisis. This operation has a vast inflection in the international press that to imply their
ideology in their news and analyses. Van Leeuwen 2008 is one of the most used theory of Critical
Discourse Analysis that reflects the reference to social actors in the texts. Methodology: Here
40articles of 5 famous English press including C.N.N, The Associated Press, The Guardian, Time and
The Economist were chosen and analysed in the reflection of Hamas and Israel as two main actors in
Gaza crisis in these texts. The methodology is descriptive-analytic and the data gathered randomly
through library method. Hypothesis: our hypothesis is the difference in referring to Hamas and Israel
on the basis of the ideology of the press. Findings: In the selected articles and the press Hamas is
referred to mainly by direct reference and Israel is referred to indirectly. Identification and negative
evaluation are the most important modes of reference to Hamas and passivation and positive
evaluation are used for Israel. The aim of this is to imply Hamas as a violent group in charge of the
crisis and Israel as the passive victim.
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October 7 operation and the start of Gaza crisis in some English Press in Van Leeuwen’s theory

1. Introduction

The Palestine conflict has been one of the most important crises in the
Islamic world. It has had many ups and downs in its history. After October 7,
2023, this conflict enters a new stage. On this day, Hamas, one of the
Palestinian governing groups, did a very complicated military and
intelligence operation in the Occupied Lands as a reaction to all of Israel’s
genocides and brutalities. In this operation, first areas near the Gaza border
were hit by rockets, then Hamas fighters entered the Occupied Lands, and
almost 1400 Israclis were killed, and about 2000 occupants were arrested
and kidnapped into the Gaza Strip.

Hours after the operation, the world media broadcasted the news, but the
trace of ideology is really observable in all reports on this issue. Critical
discourse analysis is an interdisciplinary branch of linguistics that
investigates the effects of political power and ideology in the texts and
especially in the press.

2. Research Method and Theoretical Framework
In this article, the effects of ideology and power are investigated in the
western media in broadcasting the news on the 7 October operation. In order
to do that, we use a descriptive-analytic approach on the data gathered from
40 news articles in popular Western press websites: Time, Associated Press,
Economist, The Guardian, and CNN. All these articles were published from
October 7, 2023, to October 14, 2023. These articles are chosen randomly
from the archives on the relevant websites. The articles were analyzed word
by word using Van Leeuwen's 2008 theory in Critical Discourse Analysis
called Social Actors Theory. This theory emphasizes the importance of the
role of the social actors in an event reflected in the text. Van Leeuwen
believes that the way the actors of a social event are reflected through the
text is one of the areas that the ideology of the author can be traced back to.
The author tries to imply his/her ideology in the way the actors are
introduced and referred to through the text. Social actors in this theory are
all people and organizations engaged in the process of the event. The social-
semantic features that can be used in the reflection of actors are:

e Deletion: intentionally not mentioning the name of the actor

e Covering: through some grammatical strategies such as using

passive voice in sentences
e Fading: by referring to the actor indirectly
e Explicit Referring: naming the social actor.

3. Discourse

In this article, the ways the social actors linguistically referred to in the
October 7 operation news coverage are investigated in the 40 articles
randomly chosen from the Western popular news websites. The two main
actors in this regard are Hamas as the agent and Israel as the patient.
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In almost all cases, Hamas as the agent of the action is referred to directly
and explicitly because the media want to emphasize the responsibility of
Hamas as the beginner of the operation. Israel is referred to implicitly and
indirectly in order to minimize its responsibility in the events that happened
before and after the operation.

Hamas, the social actor of the event, was mentioned 1247 times, and
Israel, as the other actor, was referred to 919 times. Hamas was mentioned
directly 678 times and indirectly 569 times. Israel was referred to directly
387 times and indirectly 532 times. This is the strategy used by the media to
introduce Hamas as the guilty side in this conflict in the readers’
subconsciousness.

Negative evaluation identification and depersonalization were the
strategies used by the Western media to dehumanize Hamas members in
order to introduce them as the OTHERS in the minds of the readers.

Passivation is the strategy used by the press referring to Israel in order to
show empathy with them and provoke this sense in the reader’s minds.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

The media around the world try to broadcast their intentional picture of the
events happening around the world and impose their ideology implicitly on
the minds of their audience. In order to do that, there are many strategies;
some of them consider the way they refer to the social actors engaged in the
event. Van Leeuwen’s 2008 theory is explaining these strategies used by the
media to affect the readers’ attitudes.

Analyzing 40 articles chosen randomly from the popular Western media
on the October 7 operation done by Hamas in Occupied Lands shows some
of these strategies in referring to social actors of the event.

In order to provoke the sense of sympathy with the Israelis and the sense
of hate for Hamas in readers, the Western press tried to use different
strategies referring to these social actors of the event. Naming Hamas
directly 1247 times is used to emphasize the role of Hamas as the guilty side
of the event. Using negative evaluative words and depersonalizing Hamas
members are used to provoke negative senses in the readers towards them.
Israel, on the other side, referred to it indirectly 532 times to minimize its
role as the active and innocent participant in the event and its consequences.

Western media tried to imply the following picture in the minds of
readers: “Hamas, as a brutal terrorist group, suddenly attacked poor,
innocent Israeli villagers.” “All the things that happened to Hamas afterward
are the results of their violent terrorist actions against Israelis.” Here they
could justify the genocide done by Israel.

There are many different strategies used in Western media to affect the
minds of people around the world and justify Israel's crimes. Using different
critical discourse analyses can shed light on the reality and the nature of the
media.
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