CcSiw

Crisis Studies of the Islamic World
Vol.12, No.3, Autumn 2025

Geographical obstacles to the so-called "two-state" solution in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict

Afshin Karami'

Received Date: 2024/12/02 Accept Date: 2025/04/15

Cite: Karami, A. (2025). Geographical obstacles to the so-called "two-state" solution in the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Crisis Studies of the Islamic World, 12(3), 115-146.

DOI: 10.27834/CSIW.2412.1483.3.38.5

Abstract

I?Tae[ is a regime whose borders have not yet been determined and claims sovereignty and control

over parts of an occupied and disputed territory where the security discourse is still the main part of
the national idea. Since the early 1990s, there was a growing consensus among the international
community that the solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict should be based on the "two-state"
solution. This requires the withdrawal of Israel from the occupied territories and the creation of an
independent Palestinian state. But the creation of two neighboring countries requires the drawing of
clear physical borders that separate the two respective territories. During the past few decades, various
designs for border marking have been proposed, but these designs have always been nothing more
than lines on the map. Although the so-called "two-state" solution has the support of many countries,
if we consider the geographical realities of this solution, the difficulty of its implementation becomes
evident. This research tries to investigate the geographical obstacles to the implementation of the
"two-state" solution in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict with a descriptive-analytical method. The
argument of this article is that the "two-state" solution faces four major geographical obstacles that
make its implementation and operationalization almost impossible. Without clarifying the status of
these four geographical barriers, including the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, the security barrier and the
status of the Jerusalem, the "two countries" solution will not be implemented and implemented.
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1. Introduction
The Israel-Palestine conflict, whose roots extend back at least over a century,

is one of the most complex international crises, having embroiled the
sensitive Middle East region in tension for decades. In 1948, the United
Nations General Assembly issued a controversial resolution to partition
Palestine into two independent Arab and Jewish states, fulfilling the Jewish
Agency’s long-standing aspiration to establish the state of Israel. The
formation and continued existence of Israel over the past decades would not
have been possible without extensive support from the Western world. The
occupation of Palestinian lands—which is historically, humanely, and
identity-wise, as well as from the perspective of international law,
illegitimate—occurred with the acquiescence and support of the powers of
that time, resulting in the displacement of the inhabitants of historic
Palestine.

Now, after approximately seven decades of Israel’s existence, the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict remains a central international dispute and the
focal point of tensions between the Western and Islamic worlds. Since the
early 1990s, there has been a growing international consensus that the
resolution of the strategic Palestine-Israel conflict must be based on a “two-
state solution.” This requires Israel’s withdrawal from occupied territories
and the establishment of an independent Palestinian state. Part of the internal
discourse within Israel has shifted toward supporting this solution, as
demographic considerations have shown that continued occupation could
ultimately threaten the Jewish majority in Israel. Following international
pressure and ongoing Israeli attacks on the Gaza Strip, calls for recognizing
an independent Palestinian state have become louder than ever.

However, establishing two neighboring states requires clearly defined
physical borders separating the two territories. Over the past decade, various
border proposals have been suggested, but these have largely remained lines
on a map. Although the “two-state solution” enjoys wide international
support, considering the geographical realities makes the difficulty of
implementing it evident.

2. Research Methodology and Conceptual Framework

This study seeks, using a descriptive-analytical method, to examine the
geographical obstacles to implementing the “two-state solution” in the
Israel-Palestine conflict. The hypothesis of the present paper is that the “two-
state solution” faces four major geographical obstacles, making its execution
and operationalization nearly impossible. The study evaluates the feasibility
of implementing the “two-state solution” using four existing indicators
illustrated in the study. Humans, in order to define the scope of their
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activities without conflicting with neighboring activity ranges, are compelled
to establish conventional lines at the boundaries of their living environment
or territory. An extended form of this concept is the perimeter line, which
determines the outer limit of a nation’s activities and acquires a political
dimension, known as a “border.” Political borders are the most important
factor in distinguishing and separating one political entity from others.
Moreover, these lines enable political unity in a territory that may lack any
natural or human cohesion.

3. Discourse

Prior to the 1930s, there was no discussion of partitioning Palestinian
territories west of the Jordan River. The de facto division in 1949 resulted
from the creation of Israel, subsequent conflicts, and armistice agreements,
all occurring within less than sixty years. Since then, the Green Line has
become a crucial and solidified boundary. During this period, in areas under
Israeli control and occupation, the Green Line functioned as an
administrative demarcation.

The territorial and geographical dimension is a key element of the Israel-
Palestine conflict. Essentially, the dispute is over land and territory: on one
side is the occupying power, controlling space and territory with policies
based on continuous occupation, while on the other side are Palestinians,
lacking control over their territory. Since Israel’s establishment, various
international efforts have been made to resolve the conflict. This study
focuses on the geographical complexities of resolving the Isracl-Palestine
conflict. Analysis demonstrates that territorial and political solutions
proposed even twenty years ago cannot necessarily be implemented today, as
geographical and political realities on the ground have changed. This
constant illustrates the repeated failures in resolving the conflict—attempting
solutions that may have been successful earlier is now practically
impossible. The fragmented and patchwork nature of occupied Palestine
makes it one of the longest-running conflicts in the world and extremely
difficult to resolve.

4. Conclusion and Suggestion

This study, by focusing on the so-called “two-state solution,” has examined
the geographical obstacles to its realization. According to the research
findings, the two-state solution faces four major geographical barriers: 1) the
West Bank and the Green Line; 2) the barrier or security fence; 3) the status
of Jerusalem; and 4) the Gaza Strip. The spatial and territorial conditions in
each of these four areas are intertwined in highly unstable and uncertain
ways.

Within the occupied Palestinian territories, the complex territorial
situation manifests itself in entirely local disputes, often at the micro-
regional level, particularly in towns and villages on both sides of Israel and
Palestine. Regarding Israel-Palestine, there is no clear division between
Israeli and Palestinian citizens; some Palestinians and Israelis oppose any
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form of forced displacement aimed at creating ethnic homogeneity,
reminiscent of events that occurred a century ago. On the other hand, a
significant portion of Palestinians still considers Israel an occupying power
that has taken over their land and homeland and fully supports the
establishment of an ethnically homogeneous Palestinian state.

On the other side of the equation, there are Zionist groups that essentially
deny Palestinians any right to specific land or territory and seek a form of
Zionist ethnic homogeneity. The findings of this study indicate that, spatially
and territorially, Israel’s policies based on continuous occupation have led to
the formation of Palestinian enclaves and fragmented spatial territories.
Access between these enclaves and territories is impossible without the
permission of the occupying power. In effect, these enclaves and territories
have become Israel’s spatial hostages, and the regime can use access
restrictions as powerful leverage in any potential relations or conflict
resolution solutions.
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