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Abstract

%is article examines the rise of Hindu extremism in India under the rule of the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) and its ideological foundation in Hindutva. Since 2014, discriminatory policies and
Islamophobic practices have shifted from sporadic incidents to a systematic project affecting the
country’s largest religious minority. Using a qualitative approach and secondary data analysis, the
study explores three dimensions: political actors, ideology and discourse, and their consequences for
Indian Muslims. The findings highlight a multidimensional crisis: declining Muslim political
representation, economic marginalization through unequal access to employment, educational
exclusion reinforced by cultural imposition, and escalating organized violence that threatens
community security. These developments reveal that the issue is not limited to religious or cultural
tensions but forms part of a broader political-ideological agenda to redefine India’s national identity
on the basis of Hindu exclusivism and the exclusion of minorities. The article argues that this
trajectory endangers both the future of Muslims and India’s social cohesion as a multi-religious
society. It concludes by suggesting a multi-level response, combining civic engagement and solidarity
with other marginalized groups domestically, and leveraging international media and diplomatic
platforms to raise awareness and apply pressure, in order to resist deepening cycles of discrimination
and violence.
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1. Introduction
In June 2024, Narendra Modi, leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),

became Prime Minister of India for the third time and also won the Varanasi
constituency. [Editor’s note: Original text said November 2023; the general
elections were held in April-June 2024, with Modi taking office in June
2024.] The BJP has now held power for over a decade, since 2014. Since the
party came to power, anti-Muslim policies and Islamophobia in India have
intensified. An example is the 2020 Delhi riots (following the 2019
Citizenship Amendment Act), which left 53 dead and clearly violated the
rights of Muslims. Furthermore, a report by the India Hate Lab showed that
hate speech against Muslims increased by 62% in the second half of 2023.
This trend indicates that the BJP uses hate-mongering as an electoral tactic to
strengthen its base among radical Hindus.

By fueling Hindu nationalism, the BJP freely pursues anti-minority
(especially anti-Muslim) policies even after electoral victories, and its agents
are the main perpetrators of collective violence. The party’s policies are
based on the ideology of "Hindutva," which is reinforced in its electoral
manifestos through anti-minority narratives. According to analysts, the BJP’s
victories in various states are primarily based on a nationalist approach that
portrays Muslims as a threat to "Akhand Bharat" (Undivided India).

The idea of Akhand Bharat is based on the belief that non-Hindus are
migrants who must either leave the country or return to Hinduism.
Moreover, this idea considers the countries of the region (from Afghanistan
to Sri Lanka, and even parts of Iran) as part of a common Hindu culture and
demands their reunification with India as the center. This article aims to
examine the historical roots of Hindu extremism, the mechanisms of
Hindutva parties (especially the BJP), and the challenges faced by Indian
Muslims.

2. Methodology and Conceptual Framework

This research has been conducted using a qualitative approach based on the
analysis of secondary data. The main objective in this process is to gain a
deep understanding of the mechanisms of radical Hindutva (Hindu
extremism) and to explain the challenges faced by the Muslim community in
India in recent years. For this purpose, the data used have been primarily
gathered from academic journals, investigative reports, documents from
human rights organizations, and reputable news sources. The selection of
sources was based on scholarly credibility, direct relevance to the topic, and
the timeliness of the data. The data collection method involved an extensive
review of the existing literature and a critical analysis of relevant texts.
These analyses have been organized within the framework of Critical Race
Theory in order to enable an examination of the link between political
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power, Hindutva ideology, and the lived experience of Indian Muslims. In
this regard, the available data have been analyzed not merely as descriptions
of events, but as reflections of the structural relations of power and racial-
religious discrimination in India

The conceptual framework of this research is based on three main
categories of variables: political actors, ideology and discourse, and their
consequences for the Muslim community.

At the first level, the Bharatiya Janata Party, as the most important
proponent of radical Hindu ideology, and its affiliated organizations (such as
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and similar groups) are considered the
main driving forces in India’s political and social scene. Opposed to them
stands the Indian Muslim community, the country’s largest religious
minority, which bears the greatest impact of the discriminatory policies and
actions of these groups.

At the second level, the "Hindutva" ideology serves as the identitarian
and ideological framework of the BJP, emphasizing Hindu cultural-religious
purity, the exclusion of minorities, and the idea of "Akhand Bharat." This
ideology is in direct conflict with the secularism enshrined in India’s
constitution and, by employing tools such as Islamophobia, the othering of
Muslims, and the rewriting of Indian history, seeks to transform the national
and political identity of the country.

At the third level, the consequences of the dominance of Hindutva
discourse for Indian Muslims can be identified in four major areas:

a) Political: Reduction of Muslim representation in parliament and
exclusion from decision-making processes;

b) Economic: Worsening inequality in employment, rising poverty, and
the expansion of slum dwelling;

¢) Social and Cultural: Educational deprivation, imposition of Hindu
identity, and psycho-familial disintegration, especially among Muslim
women;

d) Security: Organized violence, judicial repression, and increased
vulnerability to cycles of communal violence.

Accordingly, the causal relationship among these concepts is explained as
follows: The Hindutva ideology, promoted by the BJP and aligned groups,
leads to official and unofficial discriminatory policies and actions against
Muslims. These policies lay the groundwork for widespread political,
economic, social, and security challenges for the Muslim community, and in
the long term threaten India’s social cohesion.

3. Discourse

Focusing on the Hindutva ideology and the BIJP, this article presents a
comprehensive picture of structural discrimination against Indian Muslims
and highlights its significance in examining post-2014 developments, relying
on concrete instances and executive policies. The article’s analytical
framework, with its three axes of political actors, ideology, and
consequences, clarifies the relationship between political power and the
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situation of Muslims and demonstrates that the current discrimination is an
organized project to redefine India’s national identity based on Hindu
exclusivism.

The findings rightly highlight the multi-layered challenges faced by
Muslims (from political exclusion and economic marginalization to cultural
deprivation and organized violence). The article’s critical approach, focusing
on the fascist and hegemonic nature of BJP policies, is noteworthy, though it
could have further addressed the capacities for civil resistance within the
Muslim community.

The solutions section—including forming a Muslim lobby, uniting with
groups sharing similar fates, and utilizing the media capacity of the Islamic
world—strengthens the practical dimension of the article. The emphasis on
the transnational aspect of the crisis also shows that the consequences extend
beyond the Muslim community and threaten the multicultural stability of
India and South Asia. Ultimately, despite relying on secondary data, the
article manages to draw an alarming and structural picture of the dimensions
of discrimination against Indian Muslims.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

In the past decade, religious tolerance in India has severely weakened, and
discrimination against Muslims has transformed from sporadic incidents into
an organized policy based on Hindutva ideology. This trend has been
reflected in politics, the economy, society, and security, placing pressure on
the lives of Muslims.

Muslims face challenges such as exclusion from political representation,
economic marginalization, educational deprivation, imposition of a Hindu
cultural identity, and an increase in organized violence. These conditions
place them in a situation of "perpetual othering" and increase the risk of
continued communal violence.

This issue is not merely a religious dispute but a political-ideological
project to redefine India’s national identity based on Hindu exclusivism and
the elimination of minorities. Its continuation threatens the future of
Muslims, social cohesion, and the country’s political stability.

Countering this trend requires strengthening internal solidarity,
reconstructing the discourse of secularism, developing inclusive civil
mechanisms, and utilizing the media and diplomatic capacities of the Islamic
world. In sum, Hindu extremism is a structural project; neglect of it
endangers the multicultural and multi-religious future of India.
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