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Abstract

%is study analyzes the ideological discourse of Turkey’s Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) as

expressed in its 2024 manifesto, focusing on the themes of nationalism and national identity. Using
critical discourse analysis, particularly van Dijk's approach, the research examines the MHP's
manifesto through six dimensions: text, policies and ideologies, actors and roles, social and cultural
contexts, perspectives, and outcomes. These dimensions help to identify how ideologies are either
reinforced or challenged. The analysis reveals the MHP's strategic use of Turkish nationalism as a tool
for fostering national unity and strength in response to global challenges. The findings indicate that the
party crafts its language thoughtfully, using nuanced vocabulary and powerful phrasing to frame
Turkish nationalism as a cornerstone of Turkey’s national identity and independence. Furthermore, by
positioning the "Turkish nation" as the main protagonist, the MHP aims to solidify a strong sense of
national identity and foster resilience against the impacts of globalization.
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1. Introduction
The Nationalist Movement Party (MHP) of Turkey, which emerged in the

1960s from the Pan-Turkist movement led by Alparslan Tiirkes, has
consistently played a significant role in Turkish politics with its nationalist
and conservative ideology. Focusing on preserving national unity and
traditional Turkish values, the party has been influential either as an
opposition force or as a coalition partner. Particularly after forming an
alliance with the Justice and Development Party (AKP) in 2018, it has
become a pillar of power. The nationalist discourse of this party not only
affects Turkey's domestic politics with regard to confronting ethnic diversity
but also plays a role in foreign policy toward Turkic-speaking countries,
regional neighbors, and the Islamic world. Using van Dijk's critical discourse
analysis method, this study examines the party's 2024 manifesto and seeks to
show how the nationalist discourse of the MHP is reproduced in the face of
domestic and global challenges, and what effects it has on Turkey's domestic
and regional policies.

2. Research Method and Theoretical Literature

This research, aiming to analyze the ideological discourse of Turkey's
Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), employs critical discourse analysis.
Critical discourse analysis, particularly in political and cultural studies, helps
identify and interpret the meanings embedded in texts and language, and
examines the relationship between language, power, and political ideologies
within discourses. The data for this research consist of the manifesto of the
MHP, which specifically addresses the issue of nationalism and national
identity. For data collection, the full text of the manifesto was extracted, and
purposive sampling was used to select a text representative of the party's
ideological discourse.

To summarize the presented theoretical literature, it can be said that
prominent theorists of nationalism and ethnicism have each viewed this
phenomenon from a specific perspective. Cohen, by distinguishing between
Western nationalism based on democracy and Eastern nationalism rooted in
ethnicity, emphasizes the influence of cultural differences on the formation
of ethnic parties. Keddouri sees nationalism as a modern ideology that
spread from the West to the East and became a tool to confront colonialism
in the East. Anderson, by introducing the concept of "Imagined
Communities," highlights the role of imagination and media in creating
national identity, while Hobsbawm considers nations as modern historical
and social constructs reinforced through state institutions. Smith emphasizes
the deep connection between ethnicity and nationalism, viewing it as a
reconstruction of historical identities in the modern world. Huntington
analyzes nationalism within the framework of the clash of civilizations, and
Gellner views it as a result of the necessities of modernity and

144



Discourse Analysis of Turkey’s Nationalist Movement Party: Representation of Nationalism

industrialization. Overall, these theories show that nationalism is a
multifaceted phenomenon shaped by historical, cultural, social, and political
factors, and has given rise to nationalist and ethnic parties as products of
these processes.

3. Discourse

The findings of this research, conducted using van Dijk's model of critical
discourse analysis, indicate that the manifesto of the MHP, as an ideological
text, employs language and vocabulary aimed at promoting Turkish
nationalism, strengthening national identity, and legitimizing existing
political structures. In this discourse, the Turkish nation is presented as the
primary source of political and moral legitimacy, and state institutions are
assigned the role of protectors of security, order, and societal values. The
party itself appears as an ideological guide and a symbol of national
cohesion, while youth are addressed as the future bearers of national identity
and continuators of the party's path. Furthermore, the repeated emphasis on
words such as "Turk," "nation," "unity," and "independence" indicates the
party's resistant approach against internal threats (such as extremism and
separatism) and external threats (such as interference by foreign powers and
globalization). By employing stark distinctions between "us" and "them," the
manifesto seeks to create a cohesive discourse that, by emphasizing Turkish
national and cultural values, provides the necessary social groundwork for
following the party and resisting global transformations.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

The analysis of the MHP's manifesto using critical discourse analysis shows
that the party, by utilizing nationalist discourse, seeks to strengthen Turkish
identity, maintain social cohesion based on shared cultural and historical
values, and resist internal challenges such as ethnic diversity and external
threats like globalization. The emphasis of this discourse on independence
and self-reliance in foreign policy aims to reduce dependence on global
powers and strengthen Turkey's role as an independent actor in the region.
While this nationalist approach fosters a sense of national pride and
mobilizes public support, potentially increasing social solidarity and the
party's political legitimacy, it also carries the risk of generating tension with
global powers and neighbors. The MHP's participation in the ruling coalition
has caused this discourse to increasingly influence the country's major
policies and to institutionalize a form of conservative nationalism in Turkey's
governance, emphasizing securitization and unity-centeredness domestically,
and authoritarian and ethnicist approaches in foreign policy.

Based on the findings of this research, it is suggested that future studies
conduct a comparative analysis of the nationalist discourse of the MHP with
other right-wing parties in the region. Furthermore, analyzing the impact of
this discourse on ethnic and religious minorities in Turkey and examining its
reflection in media and public opinion could shed light on deeper dimensions
of the social and political consequences of this discourse. Studying the role

145



Crisis Studies of the Islamic World, 12(4), Winter 2026

of this discourse in Turkey's foreign policy toward Turkic-speaking countries
and non-Turkish neighbors also provides an important avenue for future
research.
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