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Abstract

One of the fundamental challenges facing contemporary humanity and countries, including Islamic

countries, is environmental issues and problems, a significant part of which is due to the excessive use
of natural resources by the present generation. This has led to an “environmental crisis” today, has had
disastrous effects and consequences, and has put the lives of the present generation and especially
future generations at risk, and in particular, will face a fundamental challenge to the right of future
generations to enjoy natural resources. The question arises as to what international capacities exist to
face the challenges facing the right of future generations to enjoy natural resources? It seems that one
of the international capacities that can be effective in this regard is international documents and
conventions. Many of these documents, to which the Iranian government has also joined, have
expressed principles, rules, and regulations regarding the protection and support of the right of future
generations to enjoy natural resources. This article, relying on the documentary method and analysis
of international documents, will discuss the challenges and capacities in this issue. The research
findings indicate that international documents can be a reliable basis and framework for protecting and
supporting the right of future generations to enjoy natural resources.
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1. Introduction

Environmental crises resulting from the current generation's excessive and
unprincipled exploitation of natural resources have become a fundamental
global challenge, endangering the life and livelihood of both the present
generation and, in particular, future generations. Specifically, the right of
future generations to benefit from natural resources faces a fundamental
challenge. To address this challenge, certain instruments and conventions
have been drafted and ratified which, firstly, have been acceded to by most
countries of the world (including Iran), and secondly, are binding and
enforceable. Relying on these instruments, this article examines the existing
challenges while assessing the capacities of international law to effectively
protect the right of future generations.

2. Research Method and Conceptual Framework
The present research has been conducted using a documentary method, a

comparative approach, and an analytical-descriptive technique. Accordingly,
the main sources of this research are international instruments, including
treaties, conventions, and international judicial practice. Through qualitative
content analysis, the principles, obligations, and legal requirements
concerning the right of future generations to use natural resources have been
examined. Furthermore, the status of these instruments within the legal
system of the Islamic Republic of Iran has been analyzed.

The analysis presented in this article is based on the theory of
"intergenerational justice." This theory emphasizes the fair and equitable
distribution of resources and opportunities among different generations.
According to this theory, the current generation's exploitation of natural
resources must be conducted in such a way that the rights of future
generations are not endangered. Furthermore, based on this theory, a kind of
moral and legal obligation is imposed on the present generation to preserve
life opportunities for future generations, requiring the current generation to
utilize natural resources and the environment in a manner that recognizes the
right of future generations to benefit from these resources.

3. Discussion
Several main categories of challenges threaten the right of future generations
to benefit from natural resources:

First category: The challenge arising from the reduction of biodiversity
and the extinction of plant and animal species.

The extinction of these species directly affects food security, natural
cycles, ecosystem stability, and ultimately human life. Destruction of
vegetation, excessive hunting, pollution from chemical and fossil materials,
industrial development, and urbanization are major factors in this extinction.
Instruments such as CITES (1973), the Convention on Biological Diversity
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(1992), and the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (1979) have made efforts to preserve biodiversity and prevent
species extinction.

Second category: The challenge of environmental degradation and
pollution.

Pollution, especially from industrial, agricultural, and urban sources,
severely threatens natural resources. The introduction of pollutants into soil,
water, and air has led to the destruction of agricultural lands, pollution of
water resources, and the spread of diseases. One of the most serious threats
in this area is climate change and global warming, which have devastating
effects such as rising sea levels, floods, desertification, and reduced
agricultural production. Instruments such as the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change (1992), the Kyoto Protocol, and the Paris Agreement
(2015) emphasize the commitment of states to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and sustainably manage the environment.

Third category: Unfair exploitation of the natural and common heritage
of humankind.

Some natural resources, such as the seabed and ocean floors and
biological species, are examples of the "common heritage of humankind." In
this context, the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982),
the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (2001), and the UNESCO World Heritage Convention (1972)
explicitly obligate states to preserve and fairly use these resources.

4. Conclusion and Suggestion
International instruments, especially binding ones, have significant capacity
to protect the right of future generations to benefit from natural resources.
However, realizing this capacity requires political will, public participation,
and institution-building at both national and international levels. Therefore,
it is essential that states undertake the following actions:

Accede to binding international instruments and fully implement the
obligations arising therefrom;

Incorporate the principles of intergenerational justice and sustainable
development into their constitutions and national macro-policies;

Enact domestic laws to protect natural resources with a focus on
safeguarding the rights of future generations;

Raise public awareness and educate citizens regarding their moral and
legal responsibilities towards future generations.
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!. The Protocol for the Protection of the Caspian Sea Against Pollution from Land-based Sources and
Activities to The Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian
Sea, 12 December 2012

2. London Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 29
December 1972

3. Protocol to the Conventi on on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other
Matter, 7 November 1996
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2. Greenhouse Gases

3. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa, 17 June 1994

4. United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
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