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Abstract

; Offowing the establishment of a new structure supported by the international community

following the extensive upheavals and instability in Afghanistan in 2001, it was expected that the
country would move towards modernization and development. However, after twenty years, this
expectation was not realized. Afghanistan's underdevelopment has led to increased chaos, lack of rule
of law, and dependency. This research aims to examine the impact of Afghanistan's foreign policy on
the country's economic underdevelopment from the Bonn Conference to the re-establishment of the
Islamic Emirate. The main hypothesis is that the lack of an effective foreign policy doctrine has been
the most significant factor in Afghanistan's underdevelopment. This article employs dependency
theory as its theoretical framework and utilizes a descriptive-analytical method, referencing library
sources to investigate the role of Afghanistan's foreign policy in its economic underdevelopment. The
results show that an independent foreign policy and dependency on regional and extra-regional
powers have significantly contributed to Afghanistan's underdevelopment.
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1. Introduction and Problem Statement

Following decades of systemic instability and infrastructural devastation, the
2001 Bonn Conference marked a pivotal turning point in Afghanistan’s
political history. The establishment of a new democratic framework,
bolstered by unprecedented international support, fostered expectations that
the nation would transition toward modernization and sustainable
development. However, despite the influx of billions of dollars in foreign aid
and two decades of international engagement, these aspirations remained
unfulfilled. The collapse of the Islamic Republic in August 2021 and the
subsequent re-establishment of the Islamic Emirate signified the culmination
of a failed developmental trajectory.

The core research problem posits that Afghanistan's foreign policy failed
to serve as a catalyst for economic self-sufficiency. While foreign policy
should ideally function as a strategic instrument to secure national interests
and mitigate external vulnerabilities (Ahanger & Mishra, 2023: 1), in the
Afghan context, it was primarily utilized for short-term political survival and
security crisis management. Consequently, economic development—defined
as the qualitative improvement of living standards, per capita income
growth, and poverty reduction (Rao, 2003: 29-52)—was consistently
marginalized by political and security exigencies.

2. Theoretical Framework

This study utilizes Dependency Theory as its analytical lens. Originally
articulated by scholars such as Raul Prebisch, this theory argues that the
underdevelopment of peripheral nations (the South) is a structural by-
product of an unequal international system and an over-reliance on core
nations (the North) (Oluwadara, 2022: 264). According to this paradigm,
"dependency" and "development" are antithetical; authentic, endogenous
growth is unattainable as long as a state remains structurally reliant on
external powers for its political and economic survival (Sadegh Bat’hayi,
2015: 98-99). In Afghanistan, this manifested as an absolute reliance on
foreign grants and the consumption of imported goods at the expense of
domestic production.

3. Methodology

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method. Data collection was
conducted through library and archival research, synthesizing primary and
secondary sources including academic journals, geopolitical treatises,
official government documents, and reports from international financial
institutions such as the World Bank. The temporal scope of the study spans
from the 2001 Bonn Conference to the 2021 fall of Kabul.
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4. Findings
4-1 .The Hamid Karzai Era: The Supremacy of Security over Economy
During Karzai’s thirteen-year tenure, foreign policy was dominated by
"security diplomacy" and the mobilization of international support for
counter-terrorism (Jafari, 2017). Economic development was not treated as
an independent variable but rather as a secondary function of foreign aid.
Outcome: This resulted in the creation of a "rentier economy" where
domestic institutions focused on the distribution of foreign largesse rather
than the stimulation of productive sectors.
Structural Corruption: The absence of a coherent, development-oriented
foreign policy doctrine allowed aid to be absorbed into patronage networks,
hindering infrastructural growth (Atai & Jafari, 2019).

4-2 .The Ashraf Ghani Era: The Shift Toward '""Economy-Centric" Diplomacy
President Ashraf Ghani attempted a paradigm shift by introducing an
"economy-centric foreign policy," aiming to transform Afghanistan’s
geopolitical status from a "conflict zone" to a "regional transit hub"
(Moshirzadeh & Arefi, 2021). Initiatives such as the construction of the
Salma and Kamal Khan dams were integral to this hydro-diplomacy strategy
(BBC Persian, 2016).

Regional Obstacles: These policies faced significant pushback from
neighbouring states (particularly Iran and Pakistan), who perceived Afghan
water management and transit independence as a threat to their own strategic
interests (Ebrahimi et al., 2022).

Implementation Failure: Ultimately, the state’s extreme security
dependence on the United States curtailed its diplomatic manoeuvrability,
and the abrupt withdrawal of foreign support led to an immediate systemic
economic collapse.

4-3 .The Role of Regional and Global Actors

The findings indicate that Afghan foreign policy became a theatre for the
competing interests of great powers and regional neighbours rather than a
tool for national development. While Pakistan’s strategic depth policy and
Iran’s concerns over shared water resources influenced domestic stability,
the reliance on the U.S.-led coalition turned Afghanistan into a "consumer
state" (Azimi & Alizadeh, 2021; Shahin & Sepahvand, 2024).

5. Conclusion
The study concludes that the lack of a coherent and independent foreign
policy doctrine was the primary driver of Afghanistan's economic
underdevelopment. Over the past two decades, the nation’s diplomatic
apparatus operated on a "dependency model" rather than a "self-sufficiency
model".

Consistent with the research hypothesis, the misalignment of diplomatic
strategies and excessive susceptibility to extra-regional interests (specifically
the U.S.) prevented the emergence of a resilient economy. Afghanistan failed
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to achieve development because it functioned as a market for foreign imports
and a recipient of volatile aid, leading to the atrophy of its nascent domestic
industries. This research suggests that for any future sustainable
development, Afghanistan must transition from "dependent diplomacy"
toward a balanced, neutral, and economy-focused foreign policy that
prioritizes national production over international geopolitical rent.
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