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Abstract

f]'//ie Islamic Republic of Iran is the result of the revolutionary confrontation of the multiple and

marginal forces of Iran's political history with the Pahlavi government. The main question of the
current research is, what were the coordinates of the power block and the political interplation of the
society in the governments after the revolution? What kind of crises and possibilities of political
development have these coordinates been associated with during four decades? The method used in
this research was historical sociology (Weberian ideal type) and the examination of historical
documents. The results of the indicate, there have been objective, semi-independent and multi-layered
structural relations between the power block, the logic of interplating the government and the power
elites. Based on the typical perspective, in a witness pole, anarchy and elite unity are two sides of the
coin, as we are in the interim government, where a kind of pluralism and democracy can be identified
as a structural consequence of the revolutionary situation. On the other side, we have been faced with
the mechanisms of monopoly powering and digesting the economy in political logic and the crisis in
calling and political powering in the years leading up to the nineties.
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1. Introduction

With the popular revolution of February 1979, the power bloc of the
previous regime disintegrated. Consequently, various groups and forces
seeking entry into the power bloc of the newly established state set to work,
entering into competition and conflict to attract the material and intellectual
forces of society. The reconstruction of the state structure and the power bloc
took place amidst these conflicts and through the process of personnel
placement (i.e., political interpellations).

The main hypothesis of this research is that by examining the ideological
discourses of post-revolutionary governments using the concept of "political
interpellation,” we can better understand the logic behind the formation of
the materiality of the political structure. The key issue becomes clearer when
we consider that the crises emerging in post-revolutionary governments have
been both the result of a specific type of political personnel placement and
ideological interpellations, and have themselves intensified that personnel
placement—a personnel placement that has consistently benefited the
economic and social interests of certain strata and classes. Therefore, the
main question of this article is: What have been the coordinates of the power
bloc and the political interpellation of society in post-revolutionary
governments? And what crises and opportunities for political development
have these coordinates produced over four decades?

2. Methodology and Theoretical Framework

According to Weber: "An ideal type is formed by the one-sided accentuation
of one or more points of view and by the synthesis of a great many diffuse,
discrete, more or less present and occasionally absent concrete individual
phenomena, which are arranged according to those one-sidedly emphasized
viewpoints into a unified analytical construct." In this research, in the
historical narrative of the periods, we employ Max Weber's methodological
tool of the "ideal type" to construct concepts, patterns, and trends through
typification. That is, we first compare the data from Iran's objective post-
revolutionary history and the analytical categories with rational criteria; then
we isolate and synthesize the common elements of each historical period,
resulting in the emergence of a specific typology.

"To interpellate" means to conceive of individuals as independent
subjects endowed with will; this conception is common to all ideologies. It is
through this interpellation that the various parts of a political system are
connected and unified. To advance the analysis, we must distinguish
between different types of political interpellation. Ernesto Laclau, inspired
by Louis Althusser's concept of "interpellation," draws an important
distinction between class interpellation and popular interpellation:
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In class interpellation, the main contradiction lies between the
infrastructural forces that constitute class interests; here, one class
interpellates others to achieve its own specific goals.

In popular interpellation, the main contradiction lies among the forces
that have themselves constituted the hegemonic power bloc.

The concept of the "power bloc" used in this research was first developed
by Antonio Gramsci and later expanded by Nicos Poulantzas. This concept
refers to a situation where power is held by a coalition of ruling classes; the
hegemonic (dominant) part of this coalition, through its political and
ideological methods, organizes and regulates the agreement between the
state and the ruling classes.

3. Discussion

In the analysis section, we extract the coordinates of each period by focusing
on two things: the main crisis of that period and the practical solution that
was implemented. In fact, in each period of crisis, we demonstrate how the
logic of political interpellation of forces operated. The crisis that emerges in
each period carries the effect of the past and also points the way to the
future. On the one hand, the crisis shows how the power relations of
previous and current political forces have become condensed. On the other
hand, within the crisis lie possible and practical solutions for the future.
Political interpellation of forces is, in fact, the attempt of the crisis-ridden
power bloc, but this same attempt also proposes a possible solution; if that
solution is implemented, it transforms the elements and relations within the
power bloc.

Looking at Althusser's perspective in the essay "Contradiction and
Overdetermination,” it can be said that although the primary crisis of states is
ultimately determinant, in practice this primary crisis never purely and by
itself determines the configuration of the political materiality of a period.
Rather, a relatively independent and multi-layered relationship exists among
the primary crisis, the power bloc, and political interpellation.

4. Conclusion and Suggestions

The results show that after the 1979 revolution, crises have two
characteristics: they both demonstrate how power relations within the bloc of
Islamist forces have become materially condensed, and they present possible
solutions—solutions that are implemented in the form of populist-ideological
interpellation of forces. In other words, if we understand the primary crisis of
the ideological state, we can grasp the nature of the relationship among the
power bloc, the state, and the formation of elites.

With this theoretical perspective, the formation of elites can be narrated
in a typical pattern as follows: at one pole, there is a kind of democratic
interpellation, which is both a method and a political philosophy. At the
other pole, the economy is dissolved into the political logic of the ruling
elites, and ideological interpellation appears in the form of class politics and
quasi-oligarchic monopolism within the power bloc (the post-2009 period).
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In the post-2021 period (the Raisi government), the logic of political
interpellation of forces has been influenced by a kind of "surplus of forces"
at the level of the materiality of the political crisis:

At the level of political materiality, this surplus manifests itself in two
ways: first, vertical, top-down personnel placement in the redistributive
economy; second, vertical, top-down personnel placement in the political
sentiments and ideological imagination of the people.

In the realm of crisis, this surplus of meaning manifests itself in the form
of a set of problems that none of the knowledge institutions, ideological
apparatuses, or theoretical spokespersons of the hegemonic bloc (such as the
seminaries, universities, mosques, and their spokespersons) are able—or
have the will—to accept and resolve.
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