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Extended Abstract

%e Yemen crisis, due to its multidimensional nature, has evolved into one of the most

significant crises in the Middle East, with increasing complexity that has brought regional stability
to the brink of disruption. The aim of the research is to examine the policy drivers of the Yemeni
crisis in the new conditions of the Iran-Saudi Arabia agreement (March 10, 2023), and the question
is: What are the key drivers of the Yemen crisis? And what impact will the Iran-Saudi agreement,
as a new development, have on the crisis trajectory? Due to the exploration of the research
hypotheses are not presented. The paper adopts a mixed-methods approach. Initially, influential
variables on the Yemen crisis are identified through a literature review. Then, respondents, who
are experts in this field and all university professors, are asked to identify the key drivers of the
crisis based on the Iran-Saudi agreement premise, using the cross-impact analysis (MICMAC)
method. Following this, a qualitative analysis of the research findings is conducted to assess the
impact of the Iran-Saudi agreement on the crisis process. The research findings indicate that the
diminishing of Saudi Arabia's traditional influence in Yemen is a primary driver of the evolving
situation. Additionally, the withdrawal of the Saudi-led coalition and the increasing influence of
the Islamic Revolutionary movement in Yemen are among the most crucial variables for
controlling and reducing the crisis. These variables have the potential to affect other factors,
creating a pathway to crisis management. Moreover, Iran-Saudi agreement has been a goal driver
which can provide facilitate role in decreasing the crisis.
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Introduction

Yemen and its surrounding issues constitute a case in which virtually all
countries involved in the Middle East have, in one way or another, become
engaged in the conflict. Among these actors, Iran and Saudi Arabia have been
identified as particularly influential due to their geographical proximity and
identity-related ties. A prominent example of this is the attention devoted to
the Yemen issue in the 2023 agreement between Iran and Saudi Arabia. One
of the issues addressed in the agreement was non-interference in Yemen’s
internal affairs and efforts to restore regional stability. The agreement states
that all three countries would make every effort to preserve regional and
international peace and security. Indeed, the positive statements made by both
Ansarullah and the Saudi government immediately following the agreement
suggest that, if sustained, the reconciliation between Iran and Saudi Arabia
could initiate a constructive process in Yemen.

This study seeks to identify the drivers and factors influencing the Yemen
crisis and to assess the extent to which the 2023 agreement can contribute to
its reduction. To this end, it employs Brecher’s conceptual model of crisis—
with particular emphasis on the crisis de-escalation phase—alongside a
mixed-method quantitative approach and a futures-oriented perspective. The
study uses MICMAC software for cross-impact analysis, followed by a
qualitative analysis of the findings, to identify the key drivers of the crisis and
assess their potential effects on its reduction.

1. Research Method and Theoretical Framework

To achieve the objectives of the study, MICMAC software—designed for
cross-impact analysis—is employed. Cross-impact analysis is based on the
assumption that events and activities do not occur in isolation and that other
events and the surrounding environment can significantly affect the
probability of particular events occurring. Accordingly, cross-impact analysis
seeks to establish relationships among events and variables, thereby
facilitating the identification of factors that may shape future developments.

Brecher’s comprehensive crisis-management model constitutes the
theoretical foundation of this study. Brecher argues that an international crisis
is associated with a transformation in the nature or an increase in the intensity
of fragile interactions between two or more states, accompanied by a
heightened probability of military hostilities. Such a crisis inevitably
destabilizes their relations and challenges the structure of the international
system. By combining structure and process and linking them to the concepts
of stability—instability and equilibrium—disequilibrium, Brecher incorporated
both system-level and actor-level components into the analysis of crises. In
Brecher’s framework, structural and processual changes that are reversible
and do not lead to a transformation of the international system can, despite
generating instability, still be conceptualized within the framework of
equilibrium. By contrast, extensive and irreversible structural and processual
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changes indicate the emergence of a new state of stability and equilibrium.
From a processual perspective, a crisis represents a turning point at which
conflictual interactions intensify.

2. Discussion

The software output concerning the variables influencing the Yemen crisis
reveals two prominent categories of variables identified in Brecher’s
comprehensive crisis model. On the one hand, there are variables that have
contributed to the emergence and escalation of the crisis, such as “Saudi
Arabia’s traditional influence in Yemen” and “international resolutions
against Yemen.” On the other hand, there are variables with the potential to
contribute to crisis reduction, including “the withdrawal of the Saudi-led
coalition,” “the formation of a national government,” and “the influence and
diffusion of the Islamic Revolution™.

The variable “reduction of Saudi Arabia’s traditional influence over
Yemen” has been identified as a key driver of developments and has played a
significant role in the onset of the crisis. The variables “withdrawal of the
Saudi-led coalition” and ‘“the influence and diffusion of the Islamic
Revolution in Yemen and the region,” which are located in the target and
regulatory-variable zones, have been identified as potential mechanisms for
addressing the crisis. Greater attention could therefore be devoted to these
variables as possible avenues for crisis resolution.

The variables “formation of a national government in Yemen with the
participation of all groups” and “security of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait and the
Red Sea for Saudi Arabia and global energy exports,” which fall within the
risk-variable zone, also constitute important sources of potential systemic
change.

3. Conclusion and Suggestions

The Yemen crisis, from its emergence to the present, has undergone rapid
developments characterized by a high degree of uncertainty. These
developments reflect a complex and multilayered set of crisis dynamics that
have significantly affected both the persistence and the reduction of the crisis.
Given the complex dynamics prevailing in West Asia and the Persian Gulf,
Saudi Arabia perceives Iranian activities or the expansion of Iranian influence
as detrimental to its interests. Consequently, Saudi Arabia has actively
pursued measures to counter Iran’s efforts to achieve regional predominance.

As indicated by the analysis of the MICMAC software data, the withdrawal
of the Saudi-led coalition—referred to as the “Arab Coalition” or the “Arab
Military Coalition to Support the “Yemeni resigned government” (2015)—
can be regarded as one of the most important variables contributing to the
emergence and escalation of the Yemen crisis. Saudi Arabia’s military
intervention in Yemen in 2015 intensified the crisis, transforming what had
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initially been a domestic crisis into a regional one and creating additional
obstacles to structural reform and the formation of a national government in
the country.

Overall, the findings demonstrate the complexity of the political dynamics
surrounding Yemen. They indicate that approaches previously adopted for
crisis management and peacebuilding have weakened the capacity of Yemeni
society for self-organization. Although an agreement between regional powers
can have a positive impact, it cannot resolve the crisis unless it is based on
empowering institutions that represent all segments of the Yemeni population.
Despite the rapprochement between Iran and Saudi Arabia and other signs of
progress, the agreement should not be equated with the resolution of the
Yemen crisis. Rather, bottom-up peacebuilding processes based on Yemeni—
Yemeni dialogue must be initiated and brought to a concrete outcome.
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