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Extended Abstract

CZ-;LiS interdisciplinary study examines the structural transformations of power in the

Palestinian conflict following the "Al-Agsa Storm" operation (October 2023). Utilizing the
theoretical framework of quantum physics, the article seeks to answer the central question:
How does martyrdom, as a quantum phenomenon, shape power dynamics, discourse, and
legitimacy in Palestine? The findings reveal that martyrdom operates in a state of “quantum
superposition”, simultaneously embodying two seemingly contradictory states: on one hand,
as a tragic event involving human loss and infrastructural destruction, and on the other, as a
symbolic act reinforcing the discourse and power of resistance. This ontological duality
challenges classical paradigms of conflict analysis. Martyrdom has altered the power balance
by inducing psychological crises in Israeli society (increased collective anxiety and eroded
trust in national security) while bolstering the spirit of resistance in Palestine. Its economic
repercussions (declining GDP and investment in Israel) underscore its destabilizing effect on
the Zionist regime's financial structures. Furthermore, through “quantum entanglement”,
martyrdom has activated a global network of resistance and amplified justice-seeking
discourse. The study’s innovation lies in proposing a “quantum model of power analysis”,
yielding three key theoretical contributions: 1) Redefining martyrdom as a multidimensional
phenomenon within “political Hilbert space”. 2) Explaining the nonlinear mechanisms
through which martyrdom impacts power structures. 3) Providing a framework for
understanding contemporary resistance dynamics.
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Introduction

The events of October 7, 2023, represent a turning point in the history of the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, when the Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas
breached the defensive lines of the Israeli regime during the "Al-Agsa
Flood" operation. This operation is regarded as one of the largest and most
unexpected attacks carried out by the Palestinian resistance in recent
decades. During the initial hours of the attack, resistance forces succeeded in
infiltrating Israeli settlements surrounding Gaza and, while inflicting heavy
casualties, captured hundreds of Israeli military personnel and civilians. In
response, the Israeli regime's military launched unprecedented attacks
against the Gaza Strip. These attacks primarily targeted residential areas,
schools, hospitals, relief centers, and vital infrastructure. Many international
observers have described Israel's actions as genocide and war crimes.

However, the central paradox lies in the following question: despite these
unprecedented casualties, the Palestinian resistance has not only failed to
weaken but has also become a factor in redefining legitimacy at the global
level. This reality reveals the inability of classical frameworks of
international relations—ranging from structural realism to institutional
liberalism—to adequately explain the dynamics of power in the twenty-first
century.

The author seeks to address the following question by proposing an
alternative quantum framework: How can the fundamental concepts of
quantum physics—namely, the uncertainty principle, superposition, and
entanglement—explain structural transformations in legitimacy, power, and
discourse following October 7, 2023, with martyrdom in Palestine as the
central element?

The hypothesis of the present study is based on the proposition that
quantum theories, by transcending classical dichotomies such as
victory/defeat and material/symbolic, demonstrate that, through martyrdom,
Palestinian resistance has not been weakened but has instead become a
decisive factor in reconstructing collective identity, strengthening regional
solidarity, and generating gravitational waves in global public opinion.
Consequently, Israel's legitimacy has declined at both the micro and macro
levels, while Palestine's legitimacy as the sole historical claimant to the
occupied territories has been consolidated.

1. Research Method and Theoretical Framework

The present study employs a qualitative method with a deductive-analytical
approach, which is considered appropriate for integrating interdisciplinary
fields. Unlike the inductive method, which proceeds from particular data
toward general principles, the deductive approach begins with general
principles—in this case, quantum epistemology—and examines and applies
them to specific cases, namely martyrdom in international relations. This
approach enables logical inference and the construction of conceptual
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models and is consistent with theoretical studies in the field of Quantum
International Relations (QIR).

From a realist perspective, systematic genocide and the destruction of
vital infrastructure should have resulted in the complete collapse of the
resistance and the removal of Palestine from the region's geopolitical
equation. However, not only has such a collapse failed to materialize, but
Israel's international legitimacy has also declined. Liberal, constructivist, and
post-structuralist theories, despite their attention to the role of norms and
discourse, are likewise unable to explain fully the paradox whereby the
individual act of martyrdom has become a force capable of redefining the
historical narrative of occupation at the global level. This theoretical gap
highlights the necessity of reconsidering the epistemological systems that
underpin security and political studies.

This study adopts an interdisciplinary and critical approach and employs
quantum metaphors to redefine international relations. Within this
framework, classical theories that rely on positivism and certainty are
critically examined, and new models are proposed for understanding the
behavior of states and political systems within nonlinear and changing
contexts. Accordingly, quantum physics is employed as a theoretical
language for describing complex and multilevel interactions within the
international system.

2. Discussion

The research findings indicate that martyrdom operates within a state of
quantum superposition in which it simultaneously represents two apparently
contradictory states. On the one hand, it constitutes a tragic event involving
human casualties and the destruction of infrastructure; on the other hand, it
functions as a symbolic act that strengthens the discourse and power of
resistance. This ontological duality challenges classical paradigms of conflict
analysis.

By creating a psychological crisis within Israeli society—including
increased collective anxiety and declining confidence in national security—
and by strengthening the spirit of resistance in Palestine, martyrdom has
contributed to transforming the balance of power. The economic effects of
martyrdom, including reductions in gross domestic product and investment
in Israel, demonstrate its function as a destabilizing factor within the
financial structures of the Israeli regime. Moreover, through the mechanism
of quantum entanglement, martyrdom has activated the global network of
resistance and strengthened the discourse of justice.

3. Conclusion and Suggestions

Martyrdom, within the context of Palestinian resistance and particularly
following the October 7, 2023, operation, can no longer be regarded merely
as a physical "end" for an individual. Rather, from the perspective of
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concepts derived from quantum physics and the semantic interpretations of
resistance discourse, it has become a symbol of the simultaneous coexistence
of defeat and victory. This condition corresponds to the principle of quantum
superposition, according to which a particle can exist simultaneously in two
or more apparently contradictory states.

Within this framework, the martyrdom of the children of resistance
leaders, such as Ismail Haniyeh, or commanders such as Tareq Izz al-Din,
although it may be regarded from a physical and psychological perspective
as an instance of loss, at a deeper level leads to the reproduction of the
discourse of resistance, the revival of a militant identity, and the
consolidation of the moral and political legitimacy of resistance. In other
words, martyrdom, as a conscious sacrifice, generates a productive power
that does not merely create fear but also serves as a source of inspiration.

Furthermore, from the perspective of Heisenberg's uncertainty principle,
a one-dimensional and deterministic understanding of the consequences of
martyrdom is unattainable because the phenomenon of martyrdom within the
quantum order possesses multilayered and variable dimensions. The death of
a child or a commander may initially appear to be merely a tragic event;
however, at another level, the same event may generate national solidarity,
strengthen anti-colonial discourse, and raise the banner of resistance in the
streets of Cairo, Baghdad, Beirut, and even European cities.

In analyzing Israel's power structure following the October 7, 2023,
attacks, the martyrdom of Palestinians has functioned as a key factor in
altering the balance of power at various social, economic, and international
levels. By employing concepts from quantum physics, such as
"superposition," "uncertainty," and the "holographic principle," it can be
argued that martyrdom has effectively become a driving force in the
transformation of the power structure. The martyrdom of Palestinians,
particularly in psychological, economic, and political contexts, operates
similarly to a quantum phenomenon that produces unpredictable and
multilayered changes in the balance of power.

At the micro level, the psychological and social crisis resulting from the
martyrdom of Palestinians after October 7, 2023, has had a profound impact
on the collective psychology of Israelis. According to surveys, 48% of
Israelis are pessimistic about the country's future and have become
disillusioned with the continuation of the war with Hamas. More than 67%
of Israelis experience severe stress and psychological concerns. This
psychological crisis has emerged in the context of the martyrdom of
Palestinians and the resulting human casualties, contributing to declining
public confidence in Israel's security capabilities.

The economic and security repercussions of martyrdom have
simultaneously impacted Israel's fiscal and defensive structures. Reports
indicate that Israel suffered $56 billion in economic losses during the first six



184 Crisis Studies of the Islamic World, 13(2), Summer 2026

months after the war, while the country's gross domestic product declined by
19.4%.

At the international level, the martyrdom of Palestinians has functioned
as a synergistic force in the transformation of global discourse. In light of the
"holographic principle," the martyrdom of each Palestinian can generate far-
reaching consequences at the global level. Just as a holographic image
reflects information contained within a region at its boundary, the
martyrdom of Palestinians has likewise generated extensive effects around
the world and transformed the discourse of Palestinian resistance into a
global issue.
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