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Extended Abstract

By shaping dominant narratives in the discourse arena, the media purposefully engineer

the mental backgrounds of the audience. This research aims to analyze the discourse of
Western media coverage of the 2023 Gaza War, within the theoretical framework of Theon
van Dijk's "ideological square" and using the critical discourse analysis method. The main
research question is: What image of the actors involved and the nature of the conflict do the
strategies and patterns of Western media coverage of this war paint in the minds of global
audiences? The main hypothesis of the research states that Western media, using selective
sourcing patterns, through the discursive dualization of "us" (the West, Israel) versus "the
other" (Palestinians, Hamas), They have helped reproduce ideological dominance and
legitimize Israel's actions. The research findings show that the mainstream American media
has played an active role in shaping public opinion by utilizing strategies such as emphasizing
Israel's positive actions, highlighting the "right to self-defense," demonizing Hamas, and
eliminating or weakening Palestinian narratives. These media outlets have selectively
represented the events of the war through linguistic and conceptual structures and, by
repeating specific news frames, have presented a negative and neutralized image of the
Palestinian resistance.
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Introduction

News coverage of events, particularly in the context of political and military
conflicts, has long constituted a discursive and ideological battleground in
which the ways reality is represented may reflect particular power
configurations. In this regard, the 2023 Gaza war, beyond its military
dimensions, became a site of competition among narratives and discursive
practices—narratives that were largely constructed and reproduced by
Western mainstream media. The significance of this issue lies in the fact that,
through the selection of news sources, the manner in which actors are quoted,
and the use of particular conceptual frames, media outlets play a role in
shaping public opinion and legitimizing unilateral actions in political
confrontations. This article aims to analyze the discursive representation of
the Gaza war in Western media from the perspective of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA), employing van Dijk’s Ideological Square as its theoretical
framework. The study focuses primarily on how news sources are selected,
utilized, and represented within frameworks shaped by ideological biases and
the interests of dominant power structures.

1. Methodology and Theoretical Framework

This study examines patterns of news source use in Western media coverage
of the Gaza war. The research methodology is based on the analytical tools of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), with van Dijk’s Ideological Square
serving as the principal analytical framework. In this context, Fairclough
defines CDA as a method for systematically investigating the often-hidden
causal relationships between (a) discursive practices, events, and texts, and (b)
broader social and cultural structures, relations, and processes. CDA also
examines how these practices and texts emerge from and are shaped by power
relations and surrounding conflicts, while simultaneously exploring how the
ambiguous relationship between discourse and society can itself function as a
mechanism for reproducing power and hegemony.

In this article, van Dijk’s Ideological Square is employed as a key
component of CDA to examine patterns of media manipulation in the coverage
of the 2023 Gaza war. The significance of this framework lies in the fact that,
although news ostensibly serves as a source of information, inequality,
particular ideologies, and the influence of dominant power structures play a
decisive role in its production and dissemination. Van Dijk grounds CDA in
an examination of ideological structures and power relations embedded in
discourse. He argues that news texts are subject to the influence of dominant
power structures and that media discourse can consequently function as a
mechanism for reproducing social domination.

2. Discussion

The Israeli war against Gaza in October 2023 had profound regional and
global consequences. The war challenged the process of normalization
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between Israel and several Arab countries and contributed to a decline in
economic, commercial, and social interactions. An examination of sourcing
patterns in Western media indicates significant differences in the selection and
representation of news sources. These differences reflect ideological biases
and power dynamics that contribute to the construction of a binary image of
the “West” and the “Arab” as mutually opposed and conflicting identities.

An analysis of U.S. media coverage of the Gaza war through the lens of
van Dijk’s Ideological Square reveals how media outlets reinforce or
marginalize particular narratives through linguistic and discursive
representations. Within this framework, Palestinian civil resistance, human
rights activities, and global protests against Israeli violence have either
received limited coverage or been marginalized. Even when the humanitarian
dimensions of the Gaza crisis are addressed, the dominant narrative is
generally neutral or ambiguous and tends to avoid directly identifying the
principal perpetrators of violence.

According to van Dijk’s model, Western media, as institutions involved in
the production of meaning, participate in reproducing power relations and
reinforcing dominant ideologies. These media outlets operate under the
influence of political and economic elites and shape the mental models
through which audiences understand the crisis. Consequently, the dominant
image among Western audiences tends to portray Israel as the victim while
representing Palestinians as the source of violence.

3. Conclusion and Suggestions

The findings indicate that U.S. mainstream media, rather than presenting a
comprehensive picture of the humanitarian consequences of the war, adopted
a fragmented and crisis-oriented approach to covering the conflict. Through
strategies such as the distortion of reality, the demonization of Palestinians,
reliance on a limited range of sources, and the construction of one-sided
narratives, these media outlets contributed to the reproduction of hegemonic
discourse.

Within this framework, Israel is repeatedly portrayed as the victim, while
its actions are justified through concepts such as “legitimate self-defense.” In
contrast, Palestinian groups—particularly Hamas—are labeled as “terrorists.”
This process undermines the perceived legitimacy of Palestinian resistance
and marginalizes the humanitarian dimensions of the crisis, including civilian
casualties and the destruction of infrastructure.

From this perspective, these categorizations—constructed and reproduced
through Western media sourcing patterns—can be viewed as consistent with
the classical discourse of Orientalism, which divides the world into binary
categories such as “us” and “them” and “superior” and “inferior.” The study
demonstrates that the sourcing patterns employed by the media outlets
examined contribute to the reproduction and reinforcement of relations of
domination and social inequalities.
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Furthermore, the application of van Dijk’s Ideological Square reveals that
Western media contribute to consolidating this polarized representation by
disproportionately quoting statements that portray “us” positively and “them”

negatively, while omitting or minimizing statements that challenge this binary
opposition.
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