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1-Introduction 
The international community has tried to cover the weaknesses 

arising from the humanitarian actions and to recognize the intervention 

as a tool for the response of the international community. The doctrine 

of the responsibility to protect is a principle that aims to prevent and 

respond to genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against 

humanity. Arab uprisings, including the Syrian crisis, have tested the 

application of this doctrine in real-world situations. in the case of Syria, 

the government of Bashar al-Assad's brutal crackdown on political 

opposition and civilians led to widespread human rights violations. 

Despite the abvious need for action to protect the Syrian population, 

there was no consensus within the international community for 

effective and decisive intervention based on the doctrine of 

responsibility to protect. This reflects broader geopolitical interests that 

often hinders decisive action in situations of mass atrocities. Therefore, 

it can be said that the Syrian crisis is one of the human rights disasters 

that have led to serious violations of these rights. 
 

2-Theoretical Framework 
The "doctrine of the responsibility to protect" as one of the important 

international issues seeks to reduce the damage caused by humanitarian 

interventions. The first step is the responsibility of prevention. The next 

step is the responsibility of response, which is the most challenging part 

of the doctrine of the responsibility to protect and has faced serious 

 
1 PhD in Political Science, Tehran University. m.jahanbakhsh@ut.ac.ir 
2 PhD candidate of International Relations, University of Isfahan. eh.fallahi@gmail.com 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://journals.abru.ac.ir/article_712236.html?lang=en
https://orcid.org/0009-0009-9835-3990
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7898-5899


 

   

 

39 

Evaluating the Obstacles and Limitations of the United Nations Action in the Syrian Crisis within the framework 

of he Doctrine of the Responsibility to Protect 

DOI: 10.27834999/CSIW.2402.1366.1.32.9 

 

criticism due to the promotion of interventionism. The third step is the 

responsibility of reconstruction in the form of measures such as creating 

peace, establishing security, ensuring justice and reconciliation, 

economic measures and development. 

The failure of the Responsibility to Protect doctrine can be 

interpreted within the framework of game theory. In game theory, each 

player strives to secure their interests at the highest possible level. 

Therefore, the underlying assumption of game theory is that players 

behave rationally. However, it is important to note that the 

achievements of players are not only influenced by their own actions 

but also by the actions of the opposing party. Therefore, the behavior of 

competitors should also be evaluated. Various models have been 

proposed in game theory, with one of the most practical being the 

"Deadlock Dilemma." In the Deadlock Dilemma, players come to the 

conclusion that if they do not cooperate, they will receive greater 

benefits. It is worth mentioning that the Deadlock Dilemma in game 

theory is contrary to the Prisoner's Dilemma. In the Prisoner's Dilemma, 

mutual cooperation yields the highest score for two players. The 

behavior of permanent members of the United Nations Security Council 

in implementing the Responsibility to Protect doctrine has been in 

accordance with the model of the Deadlock Dilemma in game theory. 

While this behavior has led to them gaining the highest score in the 

Syrian crisis, it has also resulted in the failure of the United Nations to 

fulfill its duties in the Syrian crisis. 
 

3-Research Methodology 
In this article, with a descriptive-analytical approach, the obstacles 

and limitations of the United Nations in the Syrian crisis have been 

investigated and the reason for the failure of the Security Council's 

performance despite the legal capacities has been evaluated based on 

the doctrine of responsibility for protection. The main goal of the article 

is to evaluate the inefficiencies of the legal mechanisms of the UN 

Security Council in the Syrian crisis from a political perspective. 
 

4-Analysis 
The Security Council had the legal capacity to intervene in the 

Syrian crisis but due to political considerations among permanent 
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members and disagreements on appropriate actions, no effective results 

were achieved. Russia and China vetoed Security Council resolutions 

due to perceived lack of impartiality and unilateral condemnation. On 

the other hand, armed opposition groups, supported by Turkey, Saudi 

Arabia, Qatar, or Western countries, committed Terrible crimes. Russia 

and China insisted that, in addition to the government, the opposition 

should also be condemned. There were differing views in the US on 

how to respond to the Syrian crisis. Some members of Congress and 

non-governmental observers called for regime change in Syria due to 

the lack of reforms by Syrian authorities. In contrast, the US President 

advocated for Bashar al-Assad's resignation without military 

intervention due to concerns about regime change consequences and 

regional destabilization. Subsequent sanctions against the Assad 

government were based on the latter approach, reflecting US national 

interests and a strategy of non-cooperation. 

 

5- Conclusion and Suggestions 
The primary responsibility for approving and implementing the 

Responsibility to Protect doctrine lies with the Security Council. 

However, permanent members are divided in their approaches to the 

Syrian crisis. Game theory and deadlock puzzle reasoning suggest that 

in such situations, a strategy of non-cooperation is the best solution for 

both sides. This has led to failure and inefficiency in implementing the 

Responsibility to Protect doctrine. The structure of the Security Council 

allows permanent members not to cooperate even in severe human 

rights cases. The right to veto poses a significant challenge to the UN's 

international community responsibility to protect people from war 

crimes, ethnic cleansing, genocide, and crimes against humanity. What 

matters to permanent members of the Security Council are political 

considerations and the national interests of their allied countries. This 

has hindered the international community from taking quick and 

effective action in fulfilling its responsibility to protect in Syria. 

Therefore, the lack of clear criteria for implementing the Responsibility 

to Protect has turned it into an ethical rather than a legal duty that faced 

inefficiency in the serious test of the Syrian crisis. 
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