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1-Introduction

The geographical and geopolitical location of Iran has created many
capabilities for the comprehensive and sustainable development of its
border areas. Iran has many transboundary watersheds in common with
neighboring countries. The common resources of Iran and Afghanistan
have always been challenging and very important, because water
sharing in the Hirmand basin, in addition to climatic conditions,
environmental issues, and characteristics of the watershed, it is strongly
affected by the political, economic and social relations of the two
countries. Afghanistan is a land-locked country, and for this reason, the
water issue of the Hirmand River has been one of the disputed issues
between the two countries for the past few years. Hirmand River is a
border river between Iran and Afghanistan. This river has been the
cause of many border disputes since the beginning of defining the clear
borders between these two countries until today. Afghanistan's non-
compliance with the agreement of 1351 has created many challenges in
the region. There have been various negotiations between Iran and
Afghanistan in the past, but this matter has remained fruitless until
today and its critical situation is considered one of the critical conditions
of the two countries of Iran and Afghanistan. Today, this crisis has
become the source of harmful socio-economic-political effects that
cannot be compensated for years.
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2-Methodology

This is an applied research that is considered a descriptive (non-
laboratory) type of research.

In this research, according to the appropriateness of the determined
goal, one of the future research techniques of the CIA has been used,;
Therefore, it is a type of future-oriented and normative research.
Finally, in terms of the type of research, this research is included in the
scope of mixed research. The statistical population of the current
research was only the faculty members of different universities in
political science. In this research, 8 faculty members in the field of
political science answered the questionnaire. The information required
for this research was obtained through interviews and questionnaires,
which were as follows:

Step 1 = In the qualitative part, information was obtained through
semi-structured interviews. In this research, an open question was first
raised that "What are the factors affecting the management of common
water resources between Iran and Afghanistan with the aim of
sustainability and dealing with the agricultural crises of the border
villagers of Sistan and Baluchistan ."?

Each respondent was asked to write down his opinion briefly and
anonymously. In this section, content analysis is used to analyze the
interviews .

Step 2 = The information and data needed in this step were obtained
by the questionnaire. In this research, first, all the components collected
and summarized in the previous step were designed in the form of a
matrix and returned to the interviewees in the previous step. They were
asked to rate. After collecting the questionnaires, the resulting data were
analyzed, and in this section, Micmac software was used.

3-Discussion

The results of this part showed that the respondents were four
professors from the Political Science Department of Gilan and Tehran
University, three from the Political Science Department of Lorestan
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University and one from the Political Science Department of Sistan and
Baluchistan University. Their average age was 46 years. On average,
they had 15 years of experience in teaching and educational activities.

In this part of the research, the results of the interviews were
analyzed. Also, using semi-structured interviews with the respondents,
the goal was investigated. The initial results were 89 codes, and after
content analysis, open codes were tried to be re-examined. In the
continuation of this process and after categorizing the codes, duplicate
and similar items were removed and 19 solutions were finalized. Based
on this, the final results of the analysis of this software for 16 factors
entered in the software and their position and distribution in the
distribution chart show that the system is unstable in this research.

The results of this part show that among the finalized factors, the
driving forces are "creating transit infrastructure in Sistan and
Baluchistan province for East Asia, air conditioning, transferring water
from the Persian Gulf to Sistan and Baluchistan, exploiting the Kheer
Reservoir Dam in Kanarak city, establishing a relationship with the
national fighters of Afghanistan / Tajiks and opponents of the Taliban,
removing agriculture and creating a port.

4-Conclusion

The plain of Sistan and Baluchistan has an area of 140 thousand
hectares. Due to the low annual rainfall and the dry climate of the
region, the main source of irrigation water in this plain is the border
river Hirmand. Iran's share of this river cannot be used to irrigate all the
agricultural lands of Sistan. Iran's share of water from this river is only
enough to irrigate a part of the mentioned lands and it had irreparable
damage to the agricultural sector. About 95% of the Hirmand River is
located in Afghanistan, so Iran's share of water is extremely low.
Examining and providing solutions to solve the existing challenges is
not only within the jurisdiction of Iran but requires the cooperation and
interaction of the two countries of Iran and Afghanistan. Undoubtedly,
the situation in Hirmand should now be considered a crisis that ranks
among international crises, and the province of Sistan and Baluchistan
is not immune from its negative consequences. The life of Hirmand
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and the life of agriculture in Sistan and Baluchistan province are two
inseparable elements, and in this regard, it is necessary to consider the
relationship of this river with the historical civilization of Sistan without
considering the phenomenon called the border, which is the result of
the divisions of the modern world. Historically, Great Sistan is located
between Iran and Afghanistan. In this regard, in the design of policies
and plans, especially construction and development plans regarding
Hirmand, one should not look at political divisions and only have a
geographical look at this category in order to overcome the crisis. But
in the current situation, measures should be taken to minimize the
damage caused by the current crisis to Sistan and Baluchistan province.

5- References

Azimifard, S., Mohammadi, H., Sabohi Sabouni, M., Ziaee, S. (2017). Water resource
management at Tabarkabad dam in Quchan city: using orthogonal polynomials to
solve stochastic dynamic programming problems. Environmental Sciences, 15(2),
199-216 (In Persian)

Beheshti, M. B., Behboudi, D., Zali, N., Ahmadzadeh Deljavan, F. (2020). Analysis
and Identification of Key Factors and Drivers Affecting Integrated Water
Resources Management based on Futures Studies Approach (Case Study of Tabriz
County). Iranian journal of Ecohydrology, 7(1), 59-76 (In Persian)

Dehshiri, M. R., Hekmatara, H. (2018). Iran's Hydro-diplomacy towards its
Neighbours. Quarterly Journal of The Macro and Strategic Policies, 6(24), 596-
617 (In Persian)

Enayatmehri, H., Abassi Ashlaghi, M. (2022). Investigating the Impact of Helmand
Hydropolitics on Political and Security Relations between Iran and Afghanistan
2018-2002. Political Sociology of Iran, 4(4), pp. -. (In Persian)

Eslami, R., sarhadi, R., feizi, M. (2019). The mechanism of strategy for diplomacy
water right Iran in Hirmand River. Political Strategic Studies, 8(30), 71-102 (In
Persian)

Gholamrezai, S., Sepahvand, F. (2017). Farmers’ participation in water user
association in western Iran. Journal of water and land development section of land
reclamation and environmental engineering in agriculture, 2017 2017, no. 35 (X—
xii): 49-56 (In Persian)

Godet, M., Durance, Ph. (2011) Strategic Foresight for Corporate and
RegionaDevelopment, UNESCO.I

Haji Hosseini, M., Haji Hosseini, H., Murid, S. (2013). a review of agreements
between Iran and Afghanistan regarding the water rights of the Hirmand
transboundary river and the effect of the agreements on the water crisis created in

I ‘ 12 | DOI: 10.27834/CSIW.2401.1355.1.32.4



Crisis Studies of the Islamic World

Hamon International Wetland, the first national conference on water crisis,
Isfahan, https://civilica.com/doc/215340 (In Persian)

Hajiani, A. and Hemmati, A. (2014). A review of the patterns of interaction analysis
method and introduction of a pattern with correlation logic. The future of
management research. 26(1).69-85 (In Persian)

Kariminejad, M., Golshani, A., Bostani, F. (2019) . Policy Making Pathology of Water
Crisis in Iran: A Foresight Approach'. Strategy, 27(4), pp. 95-124 (In Persian)
Mirnezami, S.J., Bagheri, A. (2017). Assessing the water governance system for
groundwater conservation in lIran. Iran-Water Resources Research, 13(2), 32-55

(In Persian)

Molaei, M., Talebian, H. (2016). Future research of Iran's problems with the method
of structural analysis of the parliament and the strategy of the 23rd year of summer.
Number 86 (In Persian)

Najafi, A., Vatanfada, J. (2012). Transboundary Water Management Improvements,
the Way Forward in the Middle East; Case Study: Transboundary Water
Management of Iran and Neighbors. Geopolitics Quarterly, 8(28), 135-155 (In
Persian)

Nirabadi, M., Soleimani, K. (2011). Iran and Afghanistan's solutions to solve the
problem of fair water distribution of the Hirmand River in the first Pahlavi era,
International Conference on Traditional Knowledge of Water Resources
Management, Yazd, https://civilica.com/doc/136173 (In Persian)

Ostrom, E. (2009). A General Framework for Analyzing Sustainability of Social-
Ecological Systems. Science, 325 (5939), 419-422.

Papliyazdi, M.H., Fatemeh, V. (2010). A look at Iran's water diplomacy,
Hydrogeopolitics, second edition. Mashhad (In Persian)

Qadirmzi, M., Zaki, Y., Mahdizad, W., Jamshidi, Y. (2019). Evaluation of the
effective components in the stability of the security of border areas. Journal of
Police Order and Security, 12(3 (series 47)), 203-228 (In Persian)

Sabzehie, M. T., Kolivand, S. (2017). The Social Problem of Water with Sustainable
Development Perspective: A Sociological Analysis. Social Sciences, 24(77), 404-
433(In Persian)

Sepahvand, F., Karimi, S. (2020). The educational components of rural women’s
economic empowerment to develop home-based businesses in Nahavand County.
Journal of Agricultural Education Administration Research, 12(54), 30-52 (In
Persian)

Sepahvand, F., Gholamrezai, S., Rahimian, M. (2019). Solutions to enhance the
farmers’ participation in water users associations (WUAS) in lorestan province,
Iran. The international journal of agricultural management and development
(NJAMAD). 9(3) (In Persian)

Vishnevskiy, K, Karasev, O., D. M.T.F. (2015). Undefined. (n.d.). Integrated
roadmaps and corporate foresight as tools of innovation management: the case of
Russian companies. Elsevier. Retrieved from:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/ pii/S0040162514001322

Vo 11| Nu32| 2024

\7



