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1-Introduction

While cooperation among political units across various dimensions
is widely accepted in international relations theory, the principle of
distrust often complicates these efforts, particularly in the defense-
security realm. This distrust heightens the security dilemma, making
political units more sensitive to each other's actions. Historically, Iran
and Russia have engaged in defense-security cooperation, despite
experiencing fluctuations in their bilateral relations. This cooperation,
along with the conflicts that have arisen in this domain, is not a new
phenomenon.

The normative and structural limitations of the international system,
coupled with the policies of the Western bloc toward Iran over the past
four decades, have prompted the Islamic Republic to adopt an "East-
oriented” approach in its defense-security and foreign policies. Since
2011, Iran and Russia have increasingly focused on defense-security
cooperation. However, following the Ukraine crisis in 2022, a new
phase of defense-security collaboration has emerged between the two
nations.

This research aims to explore the potential consequences of defense-
security cooperation between Iran and Russia during the Ukraine crisis
for the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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2- Method and Theoretical Framework

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method and data
collection was carried out by referring to reliable articles, books, and
reports.By utilizing this method, the research aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of the dynamics at play within the
international system, as well as the implications for state behavior and
interactions among various actors.

The theoretical framework of this research is based on the theory of
structural realism, and the data have been analyzed within the
framework of this theory. While structural realism acknowledges key
tenets of realism—such as the significance of power, the anarchical
nature of the international system, self-help, and the balance of power—
it introduces essential modifications to this theory. One of the most
critical change is the emphasis on the systemic level of analysis when
examining political phenomena.

In analyzing international phenomena, Waltz emphasizes systemic
level of analysis in examination of individual political units. He argues
that the international structure plays a crucial role in shaping the
political behavior of countries within international relations.
Specifically, the international system is the primary factor influencing
the actions of various actors. International structures can affect the
interests of these wunits and ultimately shape their behavior.
Consequently, Waltz's theory is best understood as a structural theory
of international relations and emphasizing how systemic factors dictate
the dynamics between states and other actors in the international sphere.

3- Discussion

The research data reveals that the defense-security cooperation
between Iran and Russia presents both positive and negative
implications for the Islamic Republic of Iran.The Positive aspects of the
cooperation are: increasing Iran's military capability , elevating Iran’s
deterrence posture, convergence Against the threat of NATO
expansion to the east, promoting convergence between the two
countries in the process of power transfer from West to East during the
evolving international system, increasing capability to mitigate the

impacts of sanctions.
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the Negative aspects of the cooperation are: intensification of the
threat perception of the Islamic Republic of Iran as a threat to the
international peace and security (increasing the level of Iran's threat in
the international system), empowerment of NATO Partners which may
lead to more effective containment strategies against Iran, preparation
of the ground for the intensification of economic sanctions against Iran,
deepening of the domestic gap between the nation and the sovereignty
due to the historical pessimism regarding Russian actions, and finally
the negative impact on scientific and cultural exchanges between Iran
and Ukraine. Generally, while the defense-security cooperation
between Iran and Russia offers several strategic advantages, it also
poses significant challenges and risks that could affect Iran's standing
both regionally and globally.

4- Conclusion and Suggestions

In conclusion, this research proposes the following strategic insights:
a. The security and defense cooperation between Iran and
Russia can be understood through the lens of structural realism.
The characteristics of the international system compel both
nations to engage in this collaboration, as they face political,
economic, and military pressures from external forces.
Consequently, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Russian
Federation must work together across various domains,
particularly in defense and security, to ensure their survival
within the international system and effectively counter the
pressures exerted by Western governments.
b. A significant positive outcome of this cooperation, as
suggested by structural realism, is the enhancement of Iran's
deterrence capabilities and the preservation of its cross-border
power, which are critical for the Islamic Republic's survival in
the global order. By aligning with a major power like Russia—
one that possesses considerable political and military resources-
Iran aims to mitigate potential threats from the West,
particularly from the United States.
c. However, the realities highlighted by structural realism
indicate that the activism of peripheral or semi-peripheral states
in center of international system can lead to significant and
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potentially irreparable consequences for these political units,
with the Islamic Republic of Iran being no exception. One of
the most critical negative effects stemming from this dynamic
is the securitization of Iran as a perceived threat to the global
order. This perception, particularly in conjunction with its
partnership with Russia, positions Iran as a potential target for
coordinated political and economic actions from major powers.
As a result, it is imperative for the Islamic Republic of Iran to
engage in more nuanced and strategic calculations regarding its
actions in the anarchic global arena.

d. Regarding the war in Ukraine, the Islamic Republic of Iran
has faced accusations of arms cooperation. Europe and the
United States seem more focused on portraying Iran negatively
in international forums and shaping global public opinion than
addressing the issue itself. These accusations could have
detrimental effects on Iran in various areas. In light of this, it is
essential for governing institutions—particularly the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, which manages the country's foreign
relations—to implement a series of measures to counter hostile
policies against Iran. This includes efforts to neutralize the
West's narrative that presents Iran as a threat to international
peace and security. To achieve this, the Ministry should engage
in official diplomacy by opening negotiations and dialogue
with the European Union and other countries, while addressing
ambiguities based on the principle of good faith. Additionally,
public diplomacy is essential, which involves communicating
with international public opinion to clarify unproven
accusations against Iran. Moreover, it is important to respond
to the pro-Western Ukrainian government by leveraging media
capabilities to challenge its recent accusations against the
Islamic Republic. Pursuing these unproven claims through
legal channels is also necessary. Domestically, using persuasive
and enlightening tools can help inform public opinion about the
government's policies toward Russia and the ongoing war in
Ukraine.
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