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1-Introduction 
The modern era's emphasis on culture and identity highlights the 

need to understand their impact on societies. A society can only be truly 

understood within its cultural and value framework. However, positivist 

approaches in the human sciences have obscured this understanding. 

The field of international relations, particularly concerning the Islamic 

world, is largely defined by two epistemological traditions: positivism 

and post-positivism. This article examines the purpose of post-

positivism, arguing that positivist understandings have inadequately 

addressed the challenges facing the Islamic world especially the Islamic 

Republic of Iran. 

 

2- Methodology and Theoretical Framework 
For a more detailed investigation of this issue, a combined approach 

of content analysis and qualitative research was employed. This article 

adopts Peter Winch's methodological perspective to understand the 

socio-cultural dynamics of Iranian society. Winch's insights and 

reflections provide valuable knowledge into social and human 

phenomena. 

This research is based on a post-positivist approach. Post-positivists 

argue that human behavior is influenced by a myriad of factors, 

including culture, history, and individual experiences. This complexity 
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necessitates an interpretive approach that values context and meaning 

over the search for universal laws or causal explanations typical of 

positivist methodologies. While positivism strives for objectivity 

through empirical verification and quantifiable data, post-positivists 

contend that complete objectivity is unattainable in social sciences. 

Researchers bring their own biases, perspectives, and cultural contexts 

into their work, which shapes their interpretations and findings. Post-

positivism in international relations prioritizes interpretive 

understanding over predictive control. Rejecting the positivist model of 

mirroring the natural sciences, it emphasizes the humanities and social 

sciences' role in interpreting human phenomena and striving for 

emancipation from oppression. Central to this critique is the inherent 

unsuitability of applying natural science methodologies to the human 

world. Post-positivists value subjectivity, meaning, and interpretation 

over objectivity and empirical verification, viewing social science 

theories as interpretive frameworks rather than objective truths. This 

leads to a preference for interpretive over causal explanations. Peter 

Winch's work further underscores the philosophical basis of social 

science, highlighting a fundamental ontological and methodological 

difference between social and natural sciences rooted in the distinct 

natures of society and nature. 

 

3- Discussion 
The central themes explored in this research for understanding 

Iranian issues are: 

1. The Tradition of Positivism and Its Penetration into the Human 

Sciences; 

2. The Meta-Epistemological Tradition in the Humanities and 

Social Sciences; 

3. The Political and Cultural Relativity of Understanding Iran's 

Issues; 

4. The Validity of the Persian Language and Proximity Magic; 

5. National Identity Independent from the Government Cultural 

Credits; 

6. Religious Culture Independent from the Government. 
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4- Conclusion and Suggestions 
This article epistemologically investigates the problems within Iran's 

political and cultural spheres. Since the Qajar era, and particularly since 

the establishment of the Islamic Republic, domestic intellectuals, 

Western statesmen, and influential international organizations have 

identified the most pressing issues facing Iran as authoritarianism, a 

lack of democratic processes, disregard for human rights, and the 

absence of a secular culture. This article argues that these diagnoses are 

rooted in a positivist epistemology that fails to adequately grasp Iran's 

complexities. Positivist epistemology, by modeling its methods on the 

natural and experimental sciences, cannot provide a true understanding 

of Iran's unique socio-political context. Therefore, only by employing a 

post-positivist epistemology, which considers Iran's specific political 

and cultural contexts, can we accurately identify and address its 

challenges. This article introduces Peter Winch, a post-positivist social 

philosopher, to the Iranian political science community and proposes 

his approach as a novel method for understanding and resolving Iran's 

issues. Winch argues that each society possesses unique social values 

and norms, and that researchers cannot fully comprehend a society 

without immersing themselves in its context. 
 

5- References  
Akhwan Kazemi, B. (2012). An approach to religious democracy from the point of view of 

criticism of liberal democracy. epistemological studies in Islamic University, (4) ,137-168. 

[In persian]  

Abbasi, W. A. (2003). the theory of.Maximum religion (in approach to the scope of religion 

from the religion from the point of  view  of Professor Motahari). Qobsat, 26.( 3),162- 133). 

[In persian] 

Debirnia, A. (2018). Republicanism and Islamiism in the Constitution of Iran. Sovereigntydual 

or unit.CLR:22(3):83-104. [In persian] 

Dara, J., Karimi, F. (2022) . comparative analysis of the characteristics of the Islamic state and 

the modern state. Journal of Exaalted Gonference, 3(1) ,5-30. [In persian] 

Dilmaghani, F., Ghasemi, M.A. (2018). A Look at the Historical Development of National 

Identity Patterns and Policies from Ancient Times to the First Pahlavi Period. Siyat 

Meta'aliyah,19, 155-176. [In persian] 

Ganj Khanlou, M., Ahmadi, H., Bigdali, M. (2017). Continuity components of the Iranian 

identity after the Arab invasion. Political and International Approaches, 4(1), 132-159. [In 

persian] 

Habibi, R., Davoudi, M., Nozari M. (2015). Astudy on the mAjorty Rrlion in the viewpoint of 

Ayatollah javad Ammoli. Andishe-NOVIN-E-DinIi AQUARTELY Research,11(42),7-18. 

[In persian] 



 

  

Crisis Studies of the Islamic World 

2024  |  Nu 34  | Vo 11                    
26 

 Khoshbavar, D. (2021). Critque of the perspectives of western democracy and religious 

democracy from the perspective of Iranian intellectuals, (56) , 99-81. [In persian] 

sarparaste Sadat E. (2015). critical Recognition of Democracy in Iranian Liberal current of 

Islamic Republic Era. Reserarch letter of political science,10(4) ,75-110. [In persian] 

Shafiei Kodkani, M.R. (1998). Magic of Proximity. Bukhara, 2(2), 15-26. [In persian] 

Hersij, H., Oghli, R.M. (2012). Emile Durkheim's methodology review from the perspective of 

Peter Winch in the study of social phenomena, Political and International Knowledge 

Quarterly, second year, second issue, summer.inp. [In persian] 

Muftakhari, H. (2014). Iran and Islam; Iranian identity. Islamic heritage, historical and 

Cultural Studies, 4(2)93-111. [In persian] 

Mirzadeh Kohshahi, N. (2019). Manifestation of Representation and Islamism in the 

Constitution of Islamic Republic of Iran. Political Studies Quarterly, 3(9), 104-83. [In 

persian] 

Mirnasiri, S.R., Sajdi, A. (2016). Credits and human sciences from the perspective of Allama 

Tabatabai. Qabsat, 22(84), 22-24. [In persian] 

Moskoub, Sh. (2006). Iranian identity and the Persian language. Tehran: Forozan Roz, [In 

persian] 

Jafari, S.F. (2004). Comparative study of the tradition of positivism and post-positivism in 

international relations. doctoral dissertation. [In persian] 

Talebi, M.H. (2018). The Role of people in (IslamicReligiously, Democratic Politics 

system.Transcendent policy.6(21), 95-114. [In persian] 

Talabaki, A., Mousavi, R. (2019). human rights and cultural diversity. Islamic law,15(59).199-

228. [In persian] 

Parsa, Seyyed Ahmad, Nemat Elah Azizi. (2013). Persian language and its role in strengthening 

the foundations of Iranian identity. collection of papers of the first Persian language 

teaching conference, 79-87. [In persian] 

  

 

 

 


