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1-Introduction 
The confrontation of the great powers with the nuclear case of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran may facilitate the prediction of Iran's foreign 

policy. One of the international mediating countries that has been 

present in the nuclear negotiations with Iran since 2006 and appears to 

have a greater alignment with Iran than other countries is China. This 

research aims to examine the official stance of the Chinese government 

towards Iran's nuclear program during the so-called 5+1 negotiations. 

This research has sought to address its primary question by applying the 

Copenhagen School theory to the analysis of Chinese government 

officials' speech acts. Additionally, the article aims to elucidate the role 

of these mental ideas in the future of Iran-China relations, while 

examining the factors influencing China's foreign policy discourse. 
 

2- Methodology and Theoretical Framework 
This study employs a qualitative methodology, specifically the 

directed content analysis method. This approach involves identifying, 

summarizing and classifying data based on the theoretical framework 

of the Copenhagen school, with a particular focus on security-building 

and de-security speech acts as observed among leaders and officials of 

the Chinese government between 2003 and 2023. It should be noted 

that, according to the tenets of speech act theories, the act of speaking 

is not merely the expression of words; rather, it is a routine action 

undertaken within a specific context. Based on this method, the initial 

draft for the classes is extracted after several readings of the interviews. 
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The identified items are then grouped based on similarities in classes 

and sub-classes to identify the content hidden in the speech acts. To 

ensure the functionality of the data, the authors were required to 

repeatedly reprocess the data over an extended period to facilitate the 

emergence of the most accurate narrative representation of reality. In 

order to analyses the data presented in this article, a total of 66 

interviews, positions and memoirs of leaders of the People's Republic 

of China were used. These were presented in the form of direct or 

indirect quotations during the specified target period. Due to the lexical 

limitations of the article, a selection of these were presented in the form 

of actions and speeches. 

speech act theory represents a distinctive theoretical approach within 

the Copenhagen school of thought. A notable area of research within 

the field of security studies that is supported by this school is the 

discursive construction of reality, with a particular focus on the concept 

of security. One of the most notable contributions of the Copenhagen 

school to the study of international crises is the conceptualization of the 

two key terms 'securitization' and 'de-securitization'. These two terms 

elucidate the process of establishing a reality. Securitization can be 

defined as a process whereby certain issues are incorporated into the 

security framework, whereas they were previously excluded from it. 

Conversely, the process of de-securitization can be observed when a 

society gradually ceases to perceive an issue as an existential threat, 

thereby reducing or eliminating the calls for exceptional measures to 

address the threat. It can be argued that the process of creating security 

is not contingent solely on whether an issue constitutes a threat to 

security. Rather, it is primarily a political decision, based on the 

assumption that these processes are shaped by speech acts. Such acts, 

in turn, serve as the foundation for the formulation of policies and the 

implementation of strategic actions. 

In order to gain insight into the discourse of China's peaceful rise, 

which represents the primary strategy of this country's government, the 

article has also employed the tenets of the "Tianxia" theory as a 

foundation for comprehension of China's foreign policy. This 

perspective on China's foreign policy was first articulated by Deng 

Xiaoping in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Deng Xiaoping had reached 
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the conclusion that the modernization of the Chinese economy 

constituted the foundation for the country's overall power. 
 

3- Discussion 
In the context of the Iran nuclear crisis, China has emphasized the 

necessity of pursuing peace and coexistence, as well as the importance 

of cooperation, negotiation, and maintaining global order and security. 

China's endorsement of Iran's right to access peaceful nuclear energy, 

its opposition to sanctions imposed on Iran and its invitation to all 

parties to engage in cooperation and dialogue, following the United 

States' withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 

(JCPOA) and its recommendation for the United States to rejoin the 

JCPOA, represent key anti-security actions on the part of China in this 

matter. 

 Despite these actions being in line with the national interests of the 

Islamic Republic of Iran, an evaluation of China's security-building 

actions reveals that the intensity of negative rhetoric regarding Iran's 

nuclear crisis exceeded alignment. It can thus be observed that the 

primary concepts and fundamental tenets of the Chinese leadership's 

approach are, in practice, aligned with those of the Western powers, 

particularly in the context of the Iran nuclear crisis. Indeed, China has 

demonstrated a consistent stance in alignment with the West, 

particularly in relation to the prohibition of the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons, which it has consistently identified as a red line. Moreover, 

the Chinese government has not exercised its veto power with regard to 

any of the resolutions adopted by the United Nations Security Council, 

including resolutions 1696, 1737, 1747, 1803 and 1835, which were 

adopted in relation to Iran's nuclear program. In light of the 

aforementioned evidence, it can be reasonably inferred that the 

prevailing stance of the Chinese leadership with regard to the Iranian 

nuclear program is one of acquiescence to American demands for the 

securing of Iran's nuclear file. Indeed, China has done little to enhance 

the security of this file. 
 

4- Conclusion and Suggestions 
Despite the alignment of China's speech acts with the national 

interests of the Islamic Republic of Iran, an analysis of China's 
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securitization rhetoric reveals that the intensity of its negative discourse 

regarding Iran's nuclear crisis outweighs any alignment or convergence 

with Iran's position. In practice, the core perceptions and principles 

guiding Chinese leaders' thinking and actions, while exhibiting some 

differences, have largely aligned with the positions of the Western bloc. 

In the context of Iran's nuclear crisis, China has effectively moved in 

step with the West, defining the prevention of nuclear weapons 

proliferation as its red line. As a result, China did not veto United 

Nations Security Council Resolutions 1696, 1737, 1747, 1803, and 

1835, which were imposed against Iran's nuclear program.This 

demonstrates that the overarching perspective of Chinese leaders 

toward Iran's nuclear program has been one of tacit support for the 

United States' efforts to securitize Iran's nuclear dossier. At best, China 

has engaged in minimal desecuritization efforts, but these have been 

insufficient to counterbalance its alignment with Western policies on 

this issue. The official approach of the People's Republic of China 

government to Iran's nuclear program during the so-called 5+1 

negotiations demonstrated a dual, though predictable, orientation 

towards the program. Security-building actions regarding Iran's nuclear 

activities prevailed over de-securitization actions. 
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